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EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE 
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EDLCT 29/13/MG 

 
GENERAL MANAGER  

 
CONTACT OFFICER: 

 
GENERAL MANAGER (TELEPHONE 0141 777 3146) 

 
SUBJECT TITLE: 

 
COMMONWEALTH GAMES LEGACY 2014 

 
 

1.0 PURPOSE 
 
1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide the Board with an update on proposed 

Commonwealth Games Legacy related activity in East Dunbartonshire. 

 
2.0 SUMMARY 
 
2.1 The Trust’s involvement in Legacy 2014 at an officer level involves the General Manager, 

Active Schools Manager and Sports Development Manager who Liaise with other 
relevant staff as required. 

2.2  The focus of Legacy 2014 is using the unique opportunity of the Commonwealth Games 
to deliver lasting change across the whole of Scotland in the run-up, during the Games, 
and in the years beyond. The legacy programmes covers the following four main themes: 

• Flourishing – focusing on business and employment opportunities 

• Active – focusing on helping the whole of Scotland to become more physically active 

• Connected – focusing on enhancing learning and culture at home and internationally 

• Sustainable – focusing on environmental responsibility and helping communities live 
more sustainably 

2.3  An East Dunbartonshire Legacy Group involving officers from relevant EDC Directorates 
and the East Dunbartonshire Leisure and Culture Trust has been established to co-ordinate 
Legacy related activities and meets regularly to ensure activity is co-ordinated in terms of 
major events, community involvement, schools activity, business opportunities and 
publicity.  

2.4 Some of the major events taking place in (or partly in) East Dunbartonshire as parts of the 
Legacy 2014 programme include the Queen’s Baton Relay (QBR) and the 
Commonwealth Games Cycling time Trials. 
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2.5  The QBR is significant for East Dunbartonshire as it is the final destination for the baton 
before being handed over to the host city. The baton will pass through the four main 
settlements in East Dunbartonshire as well as many of the smaller villages and other 
landmarks within EDC.  The finalised route will be agreed with Glasgow City with the 
likely final destination being the Leisuredrome in Bishopbriggs. 

2.6 Linked to the Games and promotion of Commonwealth links all Scottish local authorities 
have also been allocated a number of second nations/teams’ to support for the 
Commonwealth Games. East Dunbartonshire’s second teams are Jamaica, Norfolk Islands 
and Namibia. There will be opportunities to develop relationships with the athletes and 
delegations from these countries and this will have an impact on the activity and events in 
schools and communities in the period leading up to and during the Games. An initial 
meeting with two of the three ‘second team’ representatives has taken place in August at 
the Commonwealth Association annual conference meeting held in Glasgow in August 
this year. 

2.7 A full list of all events and activities which can be associated with Legacy 2014 is 
provided in the attached Appendix 1 and this table will be constantly updated as more 
events and activities are organised.  Many of the events will be led by Trust staff and 
activities in the run up to the games will be organised in a number of EDLC facilities. 

2.8  A communications plan detailing the key activities from the programme of events and 
looking to feature at least one event per month from the programme has been prepared. 
Legacy activities are incorporated into the monthly columns for the EDLC Trust in the 
local paper and residents and employees will be able to read about activities in Edlife (for 
residents) and Edit (for Employees) in all editions during the lead up to and after the 
Games. 

 

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1  It is recommended that the Board:- 

a) Notes the contents of this report and acknowledges the work to date by the Legacy 
2014 co-ordinating group; and 

b)  Request further update reports are provided to the Board as and when more details 
are available, especially for the key events such as the Queens Baton Relay. 
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4.0  BACKGROUND 

4.1 The Commonwealth Games will see over 6,500 athletes, representing 71 nations and 
territories, compete across 17 sports for 11 days. The Games will take place in Glasgow 
from 23rd July to 3rd August 2014. The following information provides some more 
details about the main Legacy events and activities across East Dunbartonshire. 

Queen’s Baton Relay 

4.2  Since the Cardiff Commonwealth Games of 1958, the Queen’s Baton Relay has been a 
much celebrated opening tradition of the Games. The Baton contains her Majesty’s 
“message to the Athletes” and is symbolically carried from Buckingham Palace across the 
71 national and territories that make up the Commonwealth. 

4.3  Over a period of 288 days the baton will cover more than 190,000 km, averaging one to 
four days in each nation or territory. The first region the baton will travel to will be Asia, 
from Asia the baton will then travel onto Oceania, Africa, Americas (south), Caribbean, 
Americas (north) before returning to Europe. 

4.4  The citizens of the Commonwealth make up a third of the world’s population (approx. 
two billon people) and throughout the Commonwealth the baton will be carried by 
thousands of people. The Queen’s Baton Relay is a therefore a unique tradition that 
provides everyone with the opportunity to be part of the countdown to the Games. 

QBR Timeline 

9 October 2013 - Relay launch at Buckingham Palace. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
will place her message into the baton. The baton will then start its journey through the 71 
Commonwealth nations and Territories. 

June 2014 - the Baton will return to Scotland for 40 days and will travel through each 
local authority area before arriving at the Opening Ceremony in Glasgow on 23 July 
2014. Her Majesty the Queen will read her message aloud, bringing the baton’s journey to 
an end and declaring the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games open. 

4.5  East Dunbartonshire will be the last local authority the baton passes through before being 
handed to the host city, Glasgow. While the ultimate decision regarding the final route to 
be taken through East Dunbartonshire sits with the Queen’s Baton Relay organisers the 
Council’s internal Legacy Group is working in partnership to try and ensure as many 
settlements in the area benefit from the relay. 

4.6 Opportunities for the baton to travel on some of the areas off the road path network and 
on the Forth and Clyde Canal have also been suggested to the organisers. At a minimum 
there will be the opportunity for each of East Dunbartonshire’s four main settlements to 
organise some dedicated activity associated with the relay. The final number of baton 
bearers and selection methods has still to be decided but the guidance includes a 
commitment that there will be at least one pupil representative from each Secondary 
School within the authority. Further details on the QBR will be provided to Council as 
they become available along with potential funding opportunities to support events linked 
to the baton during its time within the local authority. 
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Support a 2nd Team 

4.7  Support a 2nd Team is an element of the Glasgow 2014 Legacy Programme aimed to 
engage the cultures of Commonwealth countries and further develop links with 
Commonwealth regions. This programme provides an opportunity, as part of the wider 
Games Legacy, for creating partnerships with countries participating in Glasgow 2014 
and supporting them through their journey to the Games and beyond. 

4.8  All local authorities have been encouraged to get behind several Commonwealth countries 
and support them in the lead up to, during and after the Games. East Dunbartonshire has 
been allocated three ‘2nd teams’. These are: 

• Jamaica 

• Namibia 

• The Norfolk Islands 

4.9  There will be opportunities to develop relationships with the athletes and delegations from 
these countries and this will have an impact on the activity and events in schools and 
communities in the period leading up to and during the Games. Brief details for each 
second team are included at Appendix 2. 

4.10  An initial meeting with two of the three ‘second team’ representatives has taken place in 
August at the Commonwealth Association annual conference meeting held in Glasgow in 
August this year and over the coming months officers will continue to develop these 
linkages and explore options for the programmes and linkages. These may include: 

• Educational activity linkages 

• Community ‘twinning’ style relationships 

• Potential receptions or visits whilst athletes are in Scotland for the Games 

• Cultural and artistic legacy initiatives 

• Tree planting/time capsule and other type of events to mark the Games 

 

Play for the Podium 2014 Primary Incentive Scheme 

4.11  Play for the Podium is an accreditation scheme aimed at encouraging schools across East 
Dunbartonshire to lead active and healthy lifestyles by using Glasgow 2014 
Commonwealth Games and The Ryder Cup as an inspiration. The incentive scheme will 
run over the course of the academic year 2013 – 2014. Schools will have the opportunity 
to achieve Gold, Silver or Bronze status. It is entirely up to each school whether they 
choose to be involved in this scheme and whether they wish to work towards Gold, Silver 
or Bronze. All schools that achieve Gold, Silver or Bronze status will receive a signed 
certificate and a plaque. They will also be awarded certain rewards after achieving the 
specified status. Active Schools will provide each school with a checklist to update each 
term in order to keep track of their progress. The Play for the Podium Award is based on a 
checklist of activities that the young person and school takes part in/achieves. These are 
monitored by their Active Schools Coordinator on a term by term basis. The award is 
open to individual young people and schools encouraging legacy work across all ages and 
stages. 
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Young Ambassadors 

4.12 The Young Ambassadors programme aims to engage and involve the most outstanding 
sports leaders in our local schools. Ambassadors are selected due to their sporting talent, 
and more importantly, due to their exceptional commitment and ability as young leaders 
or volunteers. The Young Ambassador programme seeks to develop young leaders and 
volunteers further by providing them with the responsibility of being an ambassador for 
PE and school sport. In many schools the role is held in the same esteem as a Head Boy or 
Head Girl, and the individual will form a vital link between the students, teachers, School 
Games Organisers (England), 5x60 Officers (Wales) and Active Schools Coordinator 
(Scotland). 

A Young Ambassador's role is to: 

• increase participation and healthy lifestyles in their school 

• promote the positive values of sport in and through sport 

• be a role model in advocating PE and school sport 

• be the young people's voice on PE and school sport in their schools and communities 

 

Young Scot Youth Legacy Ambassadors Programme 

 

4.13  Supported by a local ’legacy lead’ and Young Scot, the Young Scot Youth Legacy 
Ambassadors will create a plan to promote the legacy themes in their area for two years. 
Open to anyone between the ages of 14 and 24 the ambassadors will be expected to 
undertake some of the following activities.  

• Identifying locations and events where the legacy themes can be promoted 

• Raise awareness of the Active Nation programme and encourage everyone in their local 
communities to participate 

• Record their activities using online blogs and video diaries 

• Use websites to promote key legacy activities that are happening in their local 
communities 

• Develop case studies, profiles and news stories of young people in local areas 

• Produce content for young people for Young Scot’s websites on the legacy – this content 
can be in audio, video or written format 

• Produce an annual report which details the work they have done, their experiences and the 
outcomes their work has had on their local area. 

• Help to recruit the successive Legacy Ambassadors. 
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4.14  When finished the Young Ambassadors will be awarded with a Youth Achievement 
Award. The level of award will either be Gold, Silver or Bronze, depending on each 
Young Ambassador’s contribution. Youth Achievement Awards enable young people’s 
achievements to be recognised and accredited. 

4.15  Following a recent recruitment exercise 10 young people from across East Dunbartonshire 
have expressed an interest in participating in this programme attended a meeting with 
representatives from Young Scot at Kirkintilloch High School on 11 September 2013. 
Once their applications are processed, the newly recruited team of Young Scot Youth 
Legacy Ambassadors will be supported by CLD Young People's Services and Young Scot 
to develop their own role to promote the Legacy 2014 programme themes and will also 
work towards a Youth Achievement Award so that their time and commitment will be 
formally recognised. 

Economic Activity and Tourism Related Benefits 

4.16  With the Games expected to generate significant economic impact through tourism and 
visitor numbers, East Dunbartonshire is well placed to benefit from these visitors and a 
number of local businesses are already benefitting through contracts won for the delivery 
of services and infrastructure. 

4.17  Over the period leading up to and during the Games there will be a range of opportunities 
through business, food festivals and other events and officers from the Council will look 
to promote these to local businesses to maximise the benefits for the economy of East 
Dunbartonshire. 

John Muir Trail and Awards 

4.18  East Dunbartonshire has a significant part of the new long distance John Muir Trail 
running through the area utilising the Canal and the Strathkelvin Railway walkway. The 
official launch date of the trail is 21st April 2014 with celebration events to be organised 
at various locations on the trail from 21st April to 13th June. The Economic Development, 
Tourism and Transport teams within the Council are working through the Legacy Group 
to develop a suitable celebration event in East Dunbartonshire. The recent and continuing 
work to the path network will be of benefit to the quality of the new trail. 

4.19 Outdoor Learning and CLD are collaborating to devise activities around the John Muir 
Award, which will link with the opening of the John Muir Trail. The following activities 
are being encouraged: 

Primary Schools: 

John Muir Award Leader early 2014. A chance to get out and explore the new trail and 
take part in the John Muir Award 

Secondary Schools: 

John Muir Award Leader training early 2014. Groups of young people will take part in the 
creation of a Tour Guide/ leaflet about the John Muir Trail as it passes through East 
Dunbartonshire. 

Homecoming Scotland 

4.20  As well as the Commonwealth Games and the Ryder Cup there will be a range of other 
events and activities organised throughout the year under the Homecoming 2014 brand. In 
East Dunbartonshire the events that are officially linked to Homecoming are as follows: 
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• East Dunbartonshire Arts Festival 10/10/2014 - 16/11/2014 Celebrating the area's 
community arts projects from exhibitions, theatre and music festivals spread over 4 
weeks. 

• East Dunbartonshire Heritage Festival 19/08/2014 - 22/09/2014. Step back in time to 
discover the area’s built and natural heritage. Explore the Antonine Wall (UNESCO 
World Heritage Site), Trek the Volcanic Campsies, Cruise the Forth & Clyde Canal, visit 
our ancient monuments and historic buildings. A great example of Scotland’s heritage. 

• John Muir Festival 14/04/2014 - 22/04/2014 across Scotland.  The John Muir Festival will 
celebrate the life and legacy of John Muir, a Scots born naturalist and founder of 
America’s national Parks, taking place along the length of the John Muir Trail, a new 
national pathway that stretches from Dunbar in the East to Helensburgh in the West. 

• Kirkintilloch Canal Festival 25/08/2014 - 31/08/2014. The area's largest annual 
community festival attracting around 30,000 visitors each year. Enjoy a wide range of 
land and water based activity including canoeing, cruising, fishing, street theatre, live 
stage performances, walking, cycling and much, much more. 


