
 
 

 
 

REPORT FOR EDLC BOARD  

Report Title:  EDC Culture Leisure and Sport Strategy Update 

Contact Officer: STEWART MCNALLY POLICY PLANNER, (TEL: 0141 578 8647) 

Date: 30th March 2016 

Agenda Item No: 6 

Report No: EDLCT/53/15/MG 
  

1.0 PURPOSE 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the adoption and publication of the Culture, 
Leisure and Sport Strategy for East Dunbartonshire. Approval will also be required from the 
East Dunbartonshire Leisure and Culture Trust Board and Community Planning Partnership 
Board. 

2.0 SUMMARY 

2.1. Work on a Culture, Leisure and Sport Strategy started in 2014 following Development and 
Regeneration Report DR/041/13/RT which highlighted the Council and East Dunbartonshire 
Leisure and Culture Trust Board’s agreement that an integrated strategy was required.  

2.2. The Draft Culture, Leisure and Sport Strategy was approved for consultation by D&R 
Committee in August 2015 (DR/063/15/SM), the Community Planning Partnership Board in 
September 2015 and the Leisure and Culture Trust Board in August 2015.  Consultation on 
the draft Strategy therefore took place from 28 September – 9 November 2015. The Strategy 
will underpin the direction of leisure and cultural provision across East Dunbartonshire over 
the next five years. The Strategy contributes to a number of the Community Planning 
Partnership Outcomes and will also help to provide access to various funding opportunities 
to support improvements of service provision in the area.     

2.3. The Strategy (Appendix 4 Culture, Leisure and Sport Strategy avai lable in the 
Members’ Lounge ) has been produced by the Land Planning Policy team through close 
working with the Leisure and Culture Trust and guided by a Steering Group. 

2.4. Extensive engagement has been carried out to inform the Draft Strategy (Appendix 5 
Report of Engagement available in the Members’ Loun ge) and comprehensive research 
underpins the Draft Strategy (Appendix 6 Where We Are Now available in the Member s’ 
Lounge ).  Both documents are also available in the Members’ Lounge. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1. It is recommended that the Board:-  

a) Approves the adoption and publication of the Culture, Leisure and Sport Strategy and 
associated Report of Engagement and Where We Are Now; and 

b) Notes that the Draft Strategy was approved by East Dunbartonshire Development 
and Regeneration Committee on 2nd February 2016. 
 

THOMAS GLEN 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT & REGENERATION 



 
  
 
 
4.0 BACKGROUND  

 
4.1. Work on a Culture, Leisure and Sport Strategy started in 2014 following Development and 

Regeneration Report DR/041/13/RT which highlighted the Council and East Dunbartonshire 
Leisure and Culture Trust Board’s agreement that an integrated strategy was required.  

4.2. A Culture, Leisure and Sport Strategy has therefore been produced following extensive 
research and engagement which will underpin the direction of Leisure and Cultural provision 
across East Dunbartonshire over the next five years. The strategy contributes to a number of 
the Community Planning Partnership Outcomes and will also help to provide access to 
various funding opportunities to support improvements of service provision in the area.     

Purpose and Content of the Culture, Leisure and Spo rt Strategy 

4.3. The Strategy sets out the direction for culture, leisure and sport for at least the next 5 years 
by establishing an overarching ambition for provision within the area. The ambition is 
realised through a series of long-term objectives and key priorities for action. The strategy is 
intended as a high level document which identifies strategic and overarching issues however 
it does identify through the Action Programme key areas of work and who is responsible for 
ensuring that this work is undertaken. 

4.4. Culture, leisure and sport encompasses a vast range of different but interconnected areas 
that includes physical assets, activities, services, local distinctiveness and our people. This 
strategy is intended for everyone who lives, works, visits or volunteers in East 
Dunbartonshire. The strategy is for all who participate in cultural, leisure and sporting activity 
and those who provide it. However, it also seeks to encourage people who do not yet 
participate in culture, leisure and sport to become involved and therefore is very much 
intended for those who do not participate as well as those that do. 

4.5. The strategy pulls together national and local priorities in all of the areas that shape and 
overlap with culture, leisure and sport to produce a co-ordinated approach to provision.  The 
ambition and objectives are overarching elements of the strategy that have determined and 
directly influenced the strategy themes and actions. The implementation of the actions in the 
Action Programme is necessary to ensure that the ambition and objectives are met. As such 
the strategy sets out a regime for monitoring progress and measuring success. 

4.6. The Strategy therefore includes the following sections: 
1. Foreword  
2. Contents 
3. Introduction  
4. Evolution of the Strategy 
5. Ambition & Objectives 
6. Theme One: Partnership  
7. Theme Two: Assets and Facilities  
8. Theme Three: Access and Services  
9. Theme Four: Communication and Promotion 
10. Delivery: Our Action Programme and Monitoring 

 
Governance & Reporting 

 
4.7. Members should note that this Strategy is reported to the following groups for approval: 

• EDC Development & Regeneration Committee (2 February 2016) 
• East Dunbartonshire Leisure and Culture Board (30 March 2016) 
• Community Planning Partnership (24 March 2016) 



 
  

Changes may be requested at each decision-making group and incorporated into the final 
Strategy. 

 
Steering Group 
 

4.8. The development of this Draft Strategy has been guided by a Steering Group which has met 
at key stages over 2014 and 2015 following an initial Inception Day in April 2014.  The 
Steering Group comprises of: 

• Cllr Alan Moir - Convenor EDC Development & Regeneration Committee  
• Cllr Stewart MacDonald - Vice Chair EDLCT board & Partner Director EDLCT 
• Cllr Vaughan Moody - Vice-Convenor EDC Development & Regeneration Committee 
• Development and Regeneration Officers 
• Customer Services and Transformation Representative Officer 
• East Dunbartonshire Leisure and Culture Trust Officers  
• East Dunbartonshire Leisure and Culture Trust Board Independent Directors 
• Sportscotland 
• East Dunbartonshire Voluntary Action 
• East Dunbartonshire Tourism Partnership 
• East Dunbartonshire Community Health Partnership 

 
Stakeholder Consultation 
 

4.9. In order to ensure that the community and other relevant stakeholders play a significant role 
in shaping the development of the strategy the Steering Group proposed two phases of 
engagement in developing the Strategy. This approach was set out in Council Report 
DR/060/14/SMcN. 

 
• Early Engagement - This stage presented an opportunity for stakeholders to influence 

the direction of the strategy and suggest ideas, topics and areas that should be 
addressed. 

• Draft Strategy - This stage allowed stakeholders to make comments on the Draft 
Culture, Leisure and Sport Strategy. This stage provided an opportunity to comment 
on the way in which the findings and ideas from the first phase of engagement have 
been translated into a proposed strategy. Whilst this phase of consultation was 
important in refining the strategy, the nature of the engagement changed to testing a 
more firmed-up draft strategy. 

 
4.10. During the Early Engagement the Council and Trust conducted a series of engagement 

activities between June and October 2014. This comprised: 
• An initial engagement session at Kilmardinny House 
• General awareness raising during the Queens Baton Relay visit to East 

Dunbartonshire before the Commonwealth Games (3 locations). 
• Questionnaire 
• Four Public Workshops 
• Workshop with National Bodies and other organisations 
• Pop-Up Stall Events 
• Active Schools 

 
4.11. The engagement was publicised using the following methods: 

• Local Press (B&M Herald, Bishopbriggs Herald, Kirkintilloch Herald) 
• Council and Trust websites, and Social media 
• Emails to known local interest groups (through EDLCT and EDVA) and national 

bodies 
• Posters at EDLC locations such as libraries and leisure centres 
• General awareness raising at Queen’s Baton Relay  



 
  

• The Local Development Plan newsletter 
• Copies of documents in EDLC locations and Council Offices at Southbank Marina 

and Broomhill Industrial Estate 
 

4.12. During the consultation from 28 September – 9 November 2015 on the Draft Strategy the 
Council and Trust carried out the following consultation activities: 

• Questionnaire to facilitate comments on the strategy – on line and paper copies were 
available 

• Two drop in events, held between 3pm and 8pm in the Allander Leisure Centre and 
Bishopbriggs library, where officers were available to answer questions and sign post 
the questionnaire 

 
4.13. The consultation was publicised using the following methods: 

• Including in a LDP newsletter to the Land Planning Policy team’s mailing list 
• Providing press releases to local newspapers 
• Utilising social media and Council website 

 
4.14. The results of this extensive engagement work are reported in the Report of Engagement 

(Appendix 6 Where We Are Now available in the Member s’ Lounge ) which will be 
published alongside the Strategy. Approximately 1,000 individuals took part in the 
engagement. 
 

4.15. The comments received during the consultation were considered in detail and where 
possible and appropriate, have been incorporated into the Strategy in Appendix 4 Culture, 
Leisure and Sport Strategy (available in the Member s’ Lounge ). No significant 
modifications to the strategy are considered necessary with respect to its overall direction. 
Full details of the responses received are contained in Appendix 5 Report of Engagement  
(available in the Members’ Lounge)  however a summary of the issues raised and the 
recommended responses are provided in the following tables.   



 

Summary of Changes 

Table 1- Introduction, Purpose & Evolution/ Overall Document 

Question Results Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

Q.6 Is the Introduction, Purpose, and 

Evolution of the strategy clear? 

 

Yes 50% No 50% 

 

Yes These sections have been amended, 

shortened and reorganised to be more user-

friendly and easier to orientate.  

The introductory sections are not subject to 

Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

Q.12 Overall, how easy to follow and 

understand is the Draft Culture, Leisure 

and Sport Strategy? 

 

53% Easy or Very Easy to Follow 

 

Yes As above. The sections which have been amended/ 

shortened were not subject to Strategic 

Environmental Assessment. 

Comments Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

The strategy is too long.  

 

Significantly reduce wording/ detail in 

some sections.  

 

 

 

Yes It was considered important that the draft 

strategy contained a good level of detail to 

demonstrate how the strategy was 

developed. However it is acknowledged that 

for the final strategy some of this 

information can be streamlined and that 

some sections can be shortened. 

 

In this regard, the following changes have 

been made: 

- Remove Executive Summary 

- Prioritise Strategy Diagram 

- Keep and improve Map 

- Merge and condense Introduction and 

Purpose sections 

- Remove Timeline 

- Remove SMART Objectives Appendix 

 

The sections which have been amended/ 

shortened were not subject to Strategic 

Environmental Assessment. 



 
  
 

The language used suited to professionals. 

 

Strategy is rather opaque in places with 

quite a lot of 'management speak' and 

high-sounding aims but feeling as if it lacks 

real groundedness. 

 

Yes The language in the strategy has been 

reviewed and where possible jargon has 

been removed. The shortening of sections 

(as above) should help with the general 

accessibility of the strategy. 

 

Modification of the language and 

terminology used within the Strategy to 

ensure it is more accessible and user-

friendly will not result in any additional 

environmental impacts. 

Action Programme could be a separate 

document. 

No During the consultation the Action 

Programme was the part of the strategy 

which attracted the most attention from 

respondents. It is considered important that 

people reading the strategy see how the 

ambition and objectives will be realised. 

 

No changes made. 

Cultural Assets is too wide of a term and 

there should be more distinction between 

the types of types of assets on the strategy 

map. 

Yes The strategy map has been amended to 

show libraries as a separate asset type and 

more detail has been added (however care 

has been taken not to over complicate or 

overload the map).  

 

The map was not subject to Strategy 

Environmental Assessment. 



 
  
 

Table 2- Ambition & Objectives 

Question Results Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

Q.7 Do you agree with the Ambition for 

the strategy? 

 

Yes 63% No 37% 

 

No The ambition was largely well received and 

no changes are required. 

No changes made. 

Q.8 Do you agree with the strategy 

Objectives? 

 

Yes 81% No 19% 

 

No No changes required. No changes made. 

Comments Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

Too much repetition between Ambition 

and Objectives 

No It is considered that the ambition sounds 

less ambitious without the second paragraph 

and that although there is a degree of 

repetition, this creates clear linkages and 

contributes to the flow of the strategy.  

 

No changes made. 

The strategy doesn’t do enough to meet 

national aims for arts and culture.  

 

Yes Additional wording on national vision for 

arts and culture has been added to the 

Strategy Development section (previously 

titled Evolution of Strategy) and a number of 

small additions/ amendments have been 

made to some actions, see Action 

Programme table below. 

The Strategy Development section was not 

subject to Strategic Environmental 

Assessment. The actions which have been 

amended were screened out during the 

initial stages of SEA process. Therefore no 

environmental implications have been 

identified. 

It is not necessary to detail why the 

objectives have been selected. 

No These sections help understand the 

background, rationale and development of 

the objectives. 

No changes made. 



 
  

 

Table 3- Action Programme & Monitoring 

Comments- 

Theme 1: People & Partnership 
Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

The wording of Actions  1A and 1F can be 

improved to better reflect the arts and 

culture development programmes and 

support.  

Yes The proposed amendments are considered 

to strengthen the action and have been 

made to Actions 1A and 1F. 

This action was screened out during the 

initial stages of the SEA process. Therefore 

no environmental implications have been 

identified. 

There is no reference to reading version of 

Live Active. 

Yes The wording of Action 1F has been amended 

to include healthy reading initiatives.  

This action was screened out during the 

initial stages of the SEA process. Therefore 

no environmental implications have been 

identified. 

There is no focus on improving better/ 

elite athletes. There are some distant 

targets for sport but more needs to be 

done now for current good athletes 

Yes The strategy is intended to be a high level 

and as such it would be difficult to expand 

upon the range of sport development and 

support provided by the Trust, and shorter-

term targets, in great detail. However some 

minor wording amendments have been 

made to Action 1B to reflect this. 

This action was screened out during the 

initial stages of the SEA process. Therefore 

no environmental implications have been 

identified. 

Comments- 

Theme 2: Assets and Facilities  
Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

Timescales for delivering the new Allander 

Sports Centre are too long, 2023 is too far 

away. 

No Funding has been allocated in the Council’s 

10 year capital investment plan to deliver 

the replacement Allander, with work 

programmed to commence in 2021/22. The 

timing of the project is linked to the receipt 

of phased developer contributions from the 

Kilmardinny development. 

 

No changes made. 

The new Community Hubs are not wanted. 

We do not want to lose valuable library 

space and locally important Council 

buildings should not be sold off. 

No The Council is committed to its programme 

of transformation, asset rationalisation and 

the delivery of its customer services strategy 

which will realise significant investment in 

No changes made. 



 
  

new and refurbished fit for purpose facilities 

across East Dunbartonshire whilst reducing 

operational and financial inefficiencies. The 

delivery of new community hubs represents 

one strand of this strategy.  

 

The Council is committed to working with 

the EDLC Trust, its Community Partners and 

all other stakeholders to ensure the design 

of new hubs and/or community assets 

provide the facilities required for the locality 

where the facility is being constructed. Each 

hub and the facilities provided therein will 

therefore be bespoke to its location.  

 

Selling off important historical properties 

such as Huntershill House does not suggest 

a commitment to heritage.  

No Huntershill House is Category B listed 

building and therefore any proposed 

redevelopment resulting would be required 

to meet planning regulations and local 

planning policy which protect the special 

character and interest of the building. 

 

No changes made. 

The strategy should support the 

community and Milngavie Heritage 

Group’s long-held aspiration for a museum 

in Milngavie. This could form part of the 

proposed Milngavie Hub (perhaps similar 

to the heritage display being delivered in 

Kirkintilloch Town Hall). 

 

No As stated above, the Council will work with 

stakeholders to ensure that the design of 

each new hub meets the needs of that 

community area. The community and 

heritage groups aspirations are noted.  

 

No changes made. 

The strategy should take better 

recognition of the contribution that the 

Private Sector can play in delivering the 

strategy objectives. Particularly, much 

improved leisure and sport facilities can be 

No There is an important role for the private 

sector in delivering the strategy and 

partnership working has been identified as a 

key theme. However, in this particular 

instance the project being promoted would 

No changes made. 



 
  
realised as part of a redevelopment of the 

existing Dougalston Golf Course and Virgin 

Gym. 

be dependent on a significant release of 

greenbelt land for housing which would be 

contrary to East Dunbartonshire Local Plan 2 

and the proposed Local Development Plan. 

 

Analysis in the Where We Are Now 

document demonstrates that Council 

policies generally encourage leisure related 

developments (approx. 95% of planning 

applications are approved). 

 

Physical access to archives in Bearsden and 

Milngavie should be retained, it shouldn’t 

just be digital access. 

Yes A purpose built and improved archive facility 

will be provided as part of the Bearsden Hub 

project. The wording has been amended to 

Action 2C to reflect this. 

 

This action was screened out during SEA 

process. No environmental implications.  

Comments- 

Theme 3: Access and Services 
Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

There are no actions for libraries and 

reading. 

Yes A new action setting out priorities for 

continual development of libraries and 

reading has been added to the strategy.  

The inclusion of this new Action is 

operational in nature and unlikely to result 

in any additional environmental impacts.  

The Strategy modification will be 

referenced and detailed appropriately 

within the SEA Post-Adoption Statement. 

There is no mention of the Trails and Tales 

project which is very important locally.  

Yes Given the strategic and cross-functional 

nature of the Trails and Tales project this has 

been include in the strategy as a new action 

(3I).  

The inclusion of this new Action is not likely 

to result in any additional environmental 

impacts.  This Action is likely to link with 

the East Dunbartonshire Loop project 

which is incorporated within the Councils 

Active Travel Strategy which was subject to 

an individual SEA.  Any new or proposed 

heritage trails will be subject to appropriate 

feasibility studies. 

The wording of Action 3B ‘Cultural Yes This action has been amended to include the This action was screened out during the 



 
  
Education’ can be improved.  additional wording suggested to improve 

and strengthen the wording of the action.  

initial stages of the SEA process. Therefore 

no environmental implications have been 

identified. 

Why is provision for rural areas limited to 

main villages? 

No This action was included in the strategy in 

response to comments received regarding 

general provision in rural areas. The focus on 

main villages is considered to be 

proportionate and should result in generally 

improved accessibility across more rural 

areas. 

No changes made. 

Lettings for arts, culture and heritage 

groups is also a problem as well as sport. 

Yes Action 3E clearly states that the review to 

create a consistent approach to pricing and 

booking system across the Council and Trust 

facilities clearly states that this is also 

applicable to arts and culture venues. It is 

acknowledged however that the text within 

Theme Three does not reflect this fully and 

has therefore been updated. 

Changes only apply to wording with the 

Theme Three text which is not subject to 

SEA.  

The strategy does not include enough non-

competitive sports such as walking, cycling 

and access to good quality greenspace.  

 

There is no support given for the Thomas 

Muir Way. 

No The Council has recently produced an Active 

Travel Strategy and an Open Space Strategy 

which cover these areas both at a strategic 

and more detailed level. 

No changes made 

Comments- 

Theme 4: Communication and Promotion 
Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

More actions are needed to promote 

heritage such as the Trails & Tales 

Project and continuing Doors Open Days. 

 

(Note there were some supportive 

comments regarding general recognition 

of heritage in the strategy). 

Yes Additional wording has been added to 

Action 4B to increase heritage promotion 

within the strategy.  

 

See Theme 3 for Trails and Tales.   

The new wording inserted into Action 4B is 

not anticipated to have any additional 

environmental implications to that already 

identified within the Environmental Report. 

There is not enough in the strategy No With regards to developing tourism, the No changes made. 



 
  
regarding developing tourism. 

 

Council considers that the Economic 

Development Strategy (EDS) is the most 

appropriate vehicle for this. A new EDS is in 

the early stages of development and will be 

available for public comment in due course.  

 

There is of course a strong overlap and 

therefore a number of specific tourism  have 

been included but the wider picture will be 

covered within the EDS. 

It is surprising that Milngavie Reservoirs 

have not been included in the strategy 

given their significance for a number of 

areas including heritage, tourism, leisure 

and sport. 

 

We suggest that a new action is added 

using some of the wording from Local Plan 

2. 

Yes The Council supports enhancement of 

Milngavie reservoirs. A new action, based on 

the wording in Local Plan 2 as suggested, has 

been added to the strategy (Action 4X). 

The wording for the action has been taken 

from Local Plan 2 which stated that 

appropriate tourism and leisure related 

facilities will be delivered in the Milngavie 

Reservoir Conservation and Recreation 

Management Plan.  The Management Plan 

was completed prior to the enactment of 

the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) 

Act 2005 and the initiation date contained 

within related SEA Regulations for Scotland.  

As this Action is in direct reference to 

measures contained within the Plan, an 

assessment of the Action would be 

unsuitable.   

There are no actions for the Auld Kirk 

Museum or Lillie. 

Yes Additional wording has been added to 

Action 4B to include the promotion and 

continual development of the Auld Kirk 

Museum and Lillie Gallery.   

The addition of the new action is 

anticipated to have minor positive impacts 

on cultural heritage and population and 

human health in relation to the potential 

increased access to and promotion of 

cultural heritage and arts assets.  This 

modification will be referenced and 

detailed appropriately within the SEA Post-

Adoption Statement for the Strategy. 

 

 



 
  

Question Results Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

Q.10 Do you think that the package of 

actions as a whole will achieve the strategy 

ambition and objectives? 

 

Yes 50% No 50% 

Yes The majority of respondents who said no to 

this question had concerns regarding 

individual projects/ facilities etc which is 

addressed under individual actions above. 

  

See above. 

Q.11 Do you think the monitoring 

arrangements on Page 33 are sufficient to 

ensure that the strategy is implemented? 

 

Yes 45% No 55% 

No Upon reflection of the results for this 

question, the Council and Trust still 

considers the Monitoring Framework to be 

robust and proportionate. It will be effective 

in ensuring that the strategy is delivered and 

will flag any areas requiring further action. It 

should be noted that no alternative methods 

of monitoring were suggested. 

 

No changes made. 

The actions are measured and not overly 

ambitious. 

 

The strategy merely states the current 

position and doesn’t propose anything 

new. 

 

No – although a 

range of 

changes are set 

out above. 

The Council and Trust considers that the 

final strategy provides a range of far-

reaching and comprehensive actions that 

will deliver the ambition and objectives of 

the strategy, whilst taking into account the 

current level of resources.  The significant 

engagement has been taken into account in 

developing the final strategy and the actions 

aims to take advantage of the range of 

partners which can deliver for culture, 

leisure and sport, whether individually or in 

partnership. 

 

No changes made. 

 



 
  

 

Table 4- Supporting Documents & General Comments 

Supporting Documents (Q.13) Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

Environmental Report 

 

Historic Environment Scotland-  

HES is content that the assessment and 

findings are appropriate and commends 

the clarity of the assessment and findings 

in the Environmental Report.  

 

The authority could consider including an 

additional SEA monitoring indicator for 

impacts upon historic environment assets. 

 

See Post-

Adoption 

Statement 

The commendation by Historic Environment 

Scotland is noted. 

 

See Post-Adoption Statement. 

Comments on the Environmental Report 

have been taken into account and will be 

addressed in the Post-Adoption Statement. 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency- 

We note that the comments that we fed 

back at the scoping stage, in our role as a 

consultation authority, have been taken 

into account.  

 

We note that the Sports Pitches Strategy 

has been assessed separately.  We are 

satisfied with this approach. 

 

See Post-

Adoption 

Statement 

See Post-Adoption Statement. Comments on the Environmental Report 

have been taken into account and will be 

addressed in the Post-Adoption Statement. 

Scottish Natural Heritage-  

The proposed Ambitions and Objectives 

have been broadly assessed as having 

‘positive’, ‘neutral’ and ‘no likely 

significant effect’ on Biodiversity, Flora and 

Fauna. We broadly agree with the 

assessment presented and therefore can 

See Post-

Adoption 

Statement 

See Post-Adoption Statement. Comments on the Environmental Report 

have been taken into account and will be 

addressed in the Post-Adoption Statement. 



 
  
confirm that we have no detailed 

comments to make. 

 

Report of Engagement 

 

In the report of engagement mention was 

made that libraries seem to have been 

omitted.  Not enough has been done to 

address this in the document. 

 

Yes A range of changes have been made to the 

actions in the strategy and these are noted 

in the tables above. 

See above. 

General/ Other Comments (Q.14) Changes 

Made? 

Council/ Trust Response SEA Implications 

The link doesn’t work. N/A This was the result of technical issues arising 

from the launch of new Council website. 

Issue was fixed as soon as possible. 

 

N/A 

The survey isn’t easy to fill out. N/A The survey was tested to ensure it was as 

easy to fill in as possible however it was not 

designed as a stand-alone survey and was 

intended to be read in conjunction with the 

draft strategy document. The Council 

continually works to improve its consultation 

methods and these comments have been 

noted. 

 

It should be noted that no specific 

comments are provided as to what 

improvement could be made. 

 

N/A 

The strategy is highly slanted in favour of 

sport. 

 

Yes The development of the strategy has been 

guided by the consultation, steering group 

and information available.  The Council and 

Trust’s intention is that all aspects of culture, 

leisure and sport are covered by the 

See individual changes. 



 
  

strategy.  As a result of the consultation 

responses received further changes have 

been made to the actions to enhance the 

culture aspects of the strategy. 

 

Contactless payment needs to be 

introduced in all facilities as most 

payments are small. 

 

No This comment refers to a matter not 

deemed to be of strategic interest, however 

this comment will be considered by the Trust 

when payment technology is next reviewed. 

 

No changes made. 

There is a lot of focus on sport in the 

strategy, and facilities in the area are 

already good for younger people. We need 

much better facilities to address the well-

being of older people. 

 

I don’t think there are enough disabled 

sports programmes for adults in EDC. 

Glasgow life has a great programme. 

No Action 1F includes targeted measures to 

increase participation for groups with lower 

rates of participation; this includes older 

people and those with disabilities. This 

action is applicable to culture, leisure and 

sport and seeks to increase the range of 

opportunities available for such groups. 

 

Action 3F requires the EDLC Concession 

Scheme to be improved and expanded to 

include arts and culture as well as sport. 

No changes made. 

Further loss of halls would be a great loss 

to the community. 

 

No Maintaining the existing quality of provision 

is one of the 4 objectives of the strategy. The 

current financial climate presents challenges 

to this and as a result there are a number of 

actions within the strategy that aim to 

ensure quality of provision is maintained 

(particularly the actions in theme’s one and 

two).    

No changes made. 



 
Analysis and Understanding of Current Position 
 

4.16. In order to understand the current position regarding culture, leisure and sport across East 
Dunbartonshire officers undertook an exercise of data collection and analysis during the 
early stages of preparing the strategy; this is presented in the ‘Where We Are Now’ 
(Appendix 6 - available in the Members’ Lounge ) document. The document pulls together 
the data and various drivers to inform how the strategy can address and further improve 
culture, leisure and sport in the area. It will be published alongside the Strategy. 

 
Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 

4.17. Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) has been carried out throughout the process of 
developing the Culture, Leisure and Sport Strategy.  Table 4 includes information on the 
environmental effects of the changes to the Strategy being proposed following the 
consultation and also includes comments received on the SEA itself. 
 
Pitches Strategy 
 

4.18. Sports pitches are an important element of the sport and leisure offer in East Dunbartonshire 
and specifically they allow local clubs and people to play team sports without the need to 
travel. KKP Consultants were commissioned to undertake a Pitches Strategy in consultation 
with sportscotland simultaneously with the development of this strategy. The results of the 
consultants work provides a full assessment of the condition and standard of football, rugby 
and hockey pitches in the area and provides a number of recommendations.  The Draft 
Pitches Strategy was approved by the Development and Regeneration Committee 
(DR/092/15/TG) and the Trust Board in October prior to consultation between 23rd November 
and 5th January 2016.  The finalised Pitches Strategy is contained within the 2nd February 
2016 Development and Regeneration Report and key recommendations from the Pitches 
Strategy have been incorporated in the Culture, Leisure and Sport Strategy. 
 

5.0 IMPLICATIONS  

5.1. Completed versions of the following are available in the Members’ Lounge:- 
 
Appendix 1  Policy Development Checklist (available in the Memb ers’ Lounge ) 
Appendix 2 Equality Impact Assessment (available in  the Members’ Lounge ) 
Appendix 3 Risk Assessment (available in the Member s’ Lounge ) 

5.2. The implications for the Council are as undernoted. 

5.3. Finance & Shared Services Implications – The Action Programme identifies a number of 
actions to be led by the Council.  It is expected that these actions will either be delivered 
using committed capital and revenue resources or additional external funding will be 
secured.   

5.4. Customer Services & Transformation Implications – A number of actions in the Action 
Programme are relevant to CS&T and through CS&T to the CPP. Support for the publicising 
of the Strategy will be required.   

5.5. Education & Social Work Implications – There are a number of actions particularly relevant to 
Education – all of which are expected to be delivered within committed resources often in 
partnership with the Trust – that will require to be reflected in priorities and which will help 
contribute to the delivery of the Curriculum for Excellence.  The Active Schools programme’s 
renewal of funding is due in 2019.     

5.6. Development & Regeneration Implications – Delivery in partnership with the Trust of the 
monitoring framework and post adoption SEA work.  A number of actions in the action 



 
  

programme will be led by D&R including the requirement for delivery of an Outdoor Learning 
Centre at Mugdock Park.   

5.7. Neighbourhood Services Implications – A number of actions are relevant for NS including a 
role in the investigation of options for aligning booking processes and pricing between EDLC 
and Community Letting across all EDC facilities including PPP schools, EDLC arts and 
culture events/activities and general room bookings 

5.8. Equalities Implications – Assessment contained in Appendix 2 (available in the Members’ 
Lounge ). 

 


