
 

OFFERING OBJECTS TO EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE MUSEUM SERVICE 

 
If you wish to donate an object to the museum service please contact the Museums team via email 

if possible, or make arrangements to speak with the Museum Collections Officer.  We would prefer 

if you did not leave objects at the museum without first speaking to a member of the Museums 

team.  However, if you do, please leave your name, address and telephone number and obtain a 

receipt for your object.  (Please note: It is the depositor’s responsibility to collect the item(s) by 

the agreed return date.  Uncollected items will be disposed of). 

     

Unfortunately the museum service cannot accept every object it is offered, please do not be 

offended if this happens. 

The museum service will decide whether to: 

 

a) Accept and accession the object into East Dunbartonshire’s Museum Service collection. 

b) Include it as part of our community and schools ‘handling’ collection. 

c) Not accept the object. 

 

Several issues have to be considered and the Collections Officer will discuss the future of your 

object with you. 

 

Accessioned Objects 

Your object may be accepted because: 

1. It fits in with our collecting policy.  The policy is a written document stating what we collect.            

2. It is in good condition. 

3. It has a full history and is relevant to East Dunbartonshire. 

If your object is formally accessioned into the Museum Service’s permanent collection the owner 

(or a person authorised to act on behalf of the owner) transfers to the museum's governing body 

absolute ownership of those items.  The governing body will hold the items on trust for use by its 

museum for educational purposes to the public benefit, and in accordance with the Museum 

Accreditation scheme.  

  

Handling Objects 

If the offered object is not accepted for the accessioned collection it may still be a useful 

educational tool and, with your permission, it could become part of our ‘handling’ collection. This 

enables school children or community groups to touch, reminisce, enjoy and learn from historical 

objects.  Handling objects may eventually be disposed of. 

 

Declined Objects 

We may decline an object because: 

1. It does not fit within the collecting policy 

2. It is too large for the Museums Service to safely store or display. 

3. We do not collect the type of object. 

4. Another museum’s policy may be to collect the type of object. 

5. We may already have similar examples. 

 



 

 

For further information please contact: museums@eastdunbarton.gov.uk 

 

or 

 

      Museum Collections Officer 

      Kirkintilloch Town Hall 

      Union Street 

      Kirkintilloch 

      G66 1DH 
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