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Aboulela, Leila

Allende, Isabel

The kindness of enemies
Natasha Wilson knows how difficult it is to fit in. Born to a Russian
mother and a Muslim father, she feels adrift in Scotland and longs for a
place which really feels like home. Then she meets Oz, a charismatic and
passionate student at the university where Natasha teaches. As their
bond deepens, stories from Natasha's research come to life - tales of
forbidden love and intrigue in the court of the Tsar. But when Oz is
suspected of radicalism, Natasha's own work and background suddenly
come under the spotlight. As suspicions grow around her, and friends and
colleagues back away, Natasha stands to lose the life she has fought to
build.
The house of the spirits
Spanning four generations, Isabel Allende's family saga is populated by a
memorable, often eccentric, cast of characters. Together, men and
women, spirits, the forces of nature and of history, converge in a
brlliantly realised novel.

Allende, Isabel

The Japanese lover
From the international literary phenomenon Isabel Allende, 'The
Japanese Lover' is an exquisite multi-generational love story that sweeps
from WWII to present-day San Francisco.

Askew, Claire

All the hidden truths
This is a fact: Ryan Summers walked into Three Rivers College and killed
thirteen women, then himself. But no one can say why. The question is
one that cries out to be answered - by Ryan's mother, Moira; by Ishbel,
the mother of Abigail, the first victim; and by DI Helen Birch, put in
charge of the case on her first day at her new job. But as the tabloids and
the media swarm, as the families' secrets come out, as the world
searches for someone to blame... the truth seems to vanish.

Atkinson, Kate

Life after life
What if you had the chance to live your life again and again, until you
finally got it right? What if there were second chances? And third
chances? In fact an infinite number of chances to live your life?

Atkinson, Kate

A God in ruins
Life after life explored the possibility of infinite chances, as Ursula Todd
lived through the turbulent events of the last century again and again. In
A God in ruins, Atkinson turns her focus on Ursula's beloved younger
brother Teddy - would-be poet, RAF bomber pilot, husband and father as he navigates the perils and progress of the 20th century. For all Teddy
endures in battle, his greatest challenge will be to face living in a future
he never expected to have.

Atkinson, Kate

Transcription
In 1940, 18-year old Juliet Armstrong is reluctantly recruited into the
world of espionage. Sent to an obscure department of MI5 tasked with
monitoring the comings and goings of British Fascist sympathisers, she
discovers the work to be by turns both tedious and terrifying. But after
the war has ended, she presumes the events of those years have been
relegated to the past for ever. Ten years later, now a producer at the
BBC, Juliet is unexpectedly confronted by figures from her past. A
different war is being fought now, on a different battleground, but Juliet
finds herself once more under threat. A bill of reckoning is due, and she
finally begins to realise that there is no action without consequence.

Attenborough, David

Adventures of a young naturalist : the Zoo Quest expeditions
In 1954, a young television presenter named David Attenborough was
offered the opportunity of a lifetime - to travel the world finding rare and
elusive animals for London Zoo's collection, and to film the expeditions
for the BBC. This is the story of the voyages that started it all.

Atwood, Margaret

The blind assassin
Even now, at the age of 82, Iris lives in the shadow cast by her younger
sister Laura. Now poor and trying to cope with a failing body, Iris reflects
on her far from exemplary life, in particular the events surrounding her
sister's tragic death.

Atwood, Margaret

The handmaid's tale
The Republic of Gilead allows Offred only one function - to breed. If she
deviates, she will, like all dissenters, be hanged at the wall or sent out to
die slowly of radiation sickness. But even a repressive state cannot
obliterate desire - neither Offred's nor that of the two men on whom her
future hangs.

Bailey, Martine

An appetite for violets
Irrepressible Biddy Leigh, under-cook at the foreboding Mawton Hall,
only wants to marry her childhood sweetheart and set up her own
tavern. But when her elderly master marries the young Lady Carinna,
Biddy is unwittingly swept up in a world of scheming, secrets and lies.

Baldacci, David

The innocent
Freelance hitman Will Robie has a mission which takes him first to
Edinburgh and then to Tangier. His task is to eliminate suspected enemies
of the US government. But back in DC, when government employee
Denise Tamaron is detailed as his next target, Robie fails to pull the
trigger. Why does she pose a threat to national security?

Banks, Iain

The wasp factory
Frank, no ordinary 16-year-old, lives with his father outside a remote
Scottish village. His elder brother Eric is confined to a psychiatric hospital.
When news comes of Eric's escape, Frank has to prepare the ground for
his brother's inevitable return.

Barbery, Muriel

The elegance of the hedgehog
Renee is the concierge of a grand Parisian apartment building, home to
members of the great and the good. But beneath this facade lies the real
Renee: passionate about culture and the arts, and more knowledgeable
in many ways than her employers with their outwardly successful but
emotionally void lives.

Barker, Pat

The silence of the girls
When the Greek Queen Helen is kidnapped by Trojans, the Greeks sail in
pursuit, besieging the city of Troy. Trapped in the Greek soldiers' camp is
another captured queen, Briseis. Condemned to be bed-slave to Achilles,
the man who butchered her family, she becomes a pawn in a menacing
game between bored and frustrated warriors. In the centuries after this
most famous war, history will write her off, a footnote in a bloody story
scripted by vengeful men - but Briseis has a very different tale to tell.

Barry, Sebastian

The secret scripture
Nearing her 100th birthday, Roseanne faces an uncertain future, as the
mental hospital where she's spent the best part of her adult life prepares
for closure. Over the weeks leading up to this upheaval, she talks often
with her psychiatrist Dr Grene. This relationship intensifies as he mourns
the death of his wife.

Bauer, Belinda

Rubbernecker
Patrick has been on the outside all his life. Thoughtful, but different, and
infuriating even to his own mother, his life changes when he follows an
obsession with death to study anatomy at university. When he uncovers
a crime that everybody else was too close to see, he proves finally that
he has been right all along: nothing is exactly as it seems, and that there
have been many more lies closer to home.

Binchy, Maeve

A week in winter
At Stone House, Henry and Nicola are burdened with a terrible secret.
Winnie finds herself on the holiday from hell. Then there's John, who
arrived on impulse after he missed a flight at Shannon; eccentric Freda,
who claims to be a psychic - and the silent, watchful Nell, who seems so
ready to disapprove. But looks can be deceptive!

Bivald, Katarina

Boyashov, Ilya

The readers of Broken Wheel recommend
This is a book about books. It's about the joy and pleasure of books,
about learning from and escaping into them, and possibly even hiding
behind them. It's about whether or not books are better than real life. It's
also a book about a Swedish girl called Sara, her elderly American
penfriend Amy and what happens when you land a very different kind of
bookshop in the middle of a town so broken it's almost beyond repair. Or
is it?
The way of Muri
On his journey from his war-torn village, Muri the cat travels through
Yugoslavia, Austria, Germany, Lithuania, Finland and Sweden, meeting on
the way an unlikely - but helpful - group of creatures. Boyashov explores
the human condition through the people and objects Muri meets on his
travels.

Boyd, Hilary

Thursdays in the park
Jeanie has been a loving wife for over thirty years, but every Thursday,
Jeanie takes her granddaughter to the park, and there she meets Ray,
who performs the same weekly duty for his grandson. Ray seems to be
everything George isn't - a listener, easy to talk to, open-minded and
sexy.

Boyd, William

Love is blind: the rapture of Brodie Moncur
When Brodie is offered a job in Paris, he seizes the chance to flee
Edinburgh and his tyrannical clergyman father, and begin a wildly
different new chapter in his life. In Paris, a fateful encounter with a
famous pianist irrevocably changes his future - and sparks an obsessive
love affair with a beautiful Russian soprano, Lika Blum. Moving from Paris
to St Petersburg to Edinburgh and back again, Brodie's love for Lika and
its dangerous consequences pursue him around Europe and beyond,
during an era of overwhelming change as the nineteenth century
becomes the twentieth.
Sweet caress: the many lives of Amory Clay
Amory's first memory is of her father standing on his head. She has
memories of him returning on leave during the First World War. But his
absences are what she chiefly remembers. It is her photographer uncle
Greville who supplies the emotional bond she needs, and, when he gives
her a camera and some rudimentary lessons in photography, unleashes a
passion that will irrevocably shape her future.

Boyd, William

Boyd, William

Waiting for sunrise
A thrilling, plot-twisting new novel set in Europe during the first world
war, from the bestselling author of Any Human Heart, Restless and
Ordinary Thunderstorms.

Bristow, Su

Seal skin
Donald is a young fisherman, eking out a lonely living on the west coast
of Scotland. One night he witnesses something miraculous … and makes a
terrible mistake. His action changes lives – not only his own, but those of
his family and the entire tightly knit community in which they live. Can he
ever atone for the wrong he has done, and can love grow when its
foundation is violence?

Brittain, Vera

Testament of youth
This title tells one woman's unforgettable record of the First World War,
Testament of youth is in spirit and impact as powerful a classic as All
quiet on the western front and Goodbye to all that - a haunting elegy for
a lost generation.

Brontë, Charlotte

Shirley
Set in Yorkshire during the period of the Napoleonic Wars, this novel
articulates the social realities of economic hardship, the Luddite riots,
dissatisfaction with the government and an inadequate Church.

Brookmyre, Chris

All fun and games until somebody loses an eye
Ross Bell, a researcher working for an arms manufacturer in Switzerland,
is forced to disappear before he is 'persuaded' to part with the secrets of
his research. Ross's firm is desperate to locate him and believe that his
mother, who had teenage dreams of fast cars, extreme action and James
Bond, is the key to his whereabouts.

Brown, Janice

Hartsend
At the turn of the year, in a village in Central Scotland, several people
come together at the funeral of Mrs Crosthwaite, a dominating woman
famed for her fruit scones. Meanwhile, out of everyone's sight,
something terrible is about to happen.

Brown, Janice

Through every human heart
It's hard to do a good deed in a wicked world, and harder still to stay alive
when people want you dead. Sent to Scotland from his East European
homeland to bring back the great-granddaughter of the last Archduke,
Feliks Berisovic, with the very best of intentions, rescues the wrong
woman, antagonizes a psychopath, and shoots an undercover agent,
thereby incurring the wrath of almost everyone including the security
forces. But whose security forces? There is always a danger the
psychopath will get to the Duchess before Feliks does. Even if the wrong
woman turns out to be the right one there s still no guarantee of a happy
ending, when everyone carries on making mistakes.

Burnett, Graeme Macrae

His bloody project
A story ingeniously recounted through Roderick Macrae's memoir, trial
transcripts, and newspaper reports, this book is a riveting literary thriller
that will appeal to fans of Hannah Kent's 'Burial Rites'.

Bussi, Michael

After the crash
On the night of 22 December 1980, a plane crashes on the Franco-Swiss
border and is engulfed in flames. 168 out of 169 passengers are killed
instantly. The miraculous sole survivor is a three-month-old baby girl.
Two families, one rich, the other poor, step forward to claim her,
sparking an investigation that will last for almost two decades. Is she LyseRose or Emilie? 18 years later, having failed to discover the truth, private
detective Credule Grand-Duc plans to take his own life, but not before
placing an account of his investigation in the girl's hands. But, as he sits at
his desk about to pull the trigger, he uncovers a secret that changes
everything - then is killed before he can breathe a word of it to anyone.

Bussi, Michael

Black water lilies
Giverny. During the day, the home of the famous artist Claude Monet and
the gardens where he painted his waterlilies. But once the tourists have
gone, there is a darker side to the peaceful French village. This is the
story of thirteen days that begin with one murder and end with another.

Cannon, Joanna

The trouble with goats and sheep
England, 1976. Mrs Creasy is missing and The Avenue is alive with
whispers. As the summer shimmers endlessly on, ten-year-olds Grace and
Tilly decide to take matters into their own hands. And as the cul-de-sac
starts giving up its secrets, the amateur detectives will find much more
than they imagined.

Cannon, Michael

Four new words for love
A charming, insightful and deeply moving portrait of an unlikely
friendship between a well-to-do London widower and a young
Glaswegian homeless woman that helps both overcome their tainted
pasts and rediscover happiness.

Carter, Angela

Wise children
This is the comic tale of two theatrical families, the Hazards and the
Chances. The novel is populated with as many sets of twins, and mistaken
identities as any Shakespeare comedy, and celebrates the magic of over a
century of show business.

Cartwright, Justin

Other people's money
The upper-crust, family-owned bank of Tubal & Co, in the City of London,
is in trouble. It's not the first time in its 340 year history, but it may be
the last. A secret sale is under way, and a number of facts need to be
kept hidden from the regulators and major clients.

Catton, Eleanor

The luminaries
It is 1866, and Walter Moody has come to make his fortune upon the
New Zealand goldfields. On arrival, he stumbles across a tense gathering
of twelve local men, who have met in secret to discuss a series of
unsolved crimes. A wealthy man has vanished, a whore has tried to end
her life, and an enormous fortune has been discovered in the home of a
luckless drunk. Moody is soon drawn into the mystery: a network of fates
and fortunes that is as complex and exquisitely patterned as the night
sky.

Chamberlain, Diane

The silent sister
Riley MacPherson is returning to her childhood home in North Carolina.
While clearing out the house she finds a box of old newspaper articles and a shocking family secret begins to unravel. Riley has spent her whole
life believing that her older sister Lisa died tragically as a teenager. But
now she's starting to uncover the truth: her life has been built on a
foundation of lies, told by everyone she loved. Lisa is alive. Alive and
living under a new identity. But why exactly was she on the run all those
years ago, and what secrets are being kept now? As Riley tries to
separate reality from fiction, her discoveries call into question everything
she thought she knew about her family.

Chevalier, Tracy

At the edge of the orchard
Ohio, 1838. James and Sadie Goodenough have settled in the Black
Swamp, planting apple trees to claim the land as their own. Life is harsh
in the swamp, and as fever picks off their children, husband and wife take
solace in separate comforts. James patiently grows his sweet-tasting
'eaters' while Sadie gets drunk on applejack made fresh from 'spitters'.
Their fighting takes its toll on all of the Goodenoughs - a battle that will
resonate over the years and across America.

Chevalier, Tracy

The lady and the unicorn
Set over the period 1490 to 1492, Tracy Chevalier's novel moves between
a chateau in Lyons and the cities of Paris and Brussels. The story concerns
a series of six Flemish tapestries known as The lady and the unicorn
tapestries.

Chevalier, Tracy

The last runaway
When Quaker Honor Bright sails from Bristol with her sister, she is fleeing
heartache for a new life in America, far from home. But tragedy leaves
her alone and vulnerable, torn between two worlds and dependent on
the kindness of strangers, and life in 1850s Ohio is precarious and
unsentimental.

Cheek, Mavis

The lovers of Pound Hill
Molly Bonner is an archaeologist who has come to discover the truth
behind the village of Lufferton Boney's greatest and most famous
resident, the giant (and slightly obscene) Gnome, a fertility symbol
etched into the face of Pound Hill. In the process, she shakes up the lives
and loves of the colourful characters he looks down upon.

Clark, Polly

Larchfield
It's early summer when a young poet, Dora Fielding, moves to
Helensburgh on the west coast of Scotland and her hopes are first
challenged. Newly married, pregnant, she's excited by the prospect of a
life that combines family and creativity. She thinks she knows what being
a person, a wife, a mother, means. She is soon shown that she is wrong.
As the battle begins for her very sense of self, Dora comes to find the
realities of small town life suffocating, and, eventually, terrifying; until
she finds a way to escape reality altogether.

Cleeves, Ann

Wild fire
Shetland: Welcoming. Wild. Remote. Drawn in by the reputation of the
islands, an English family move to the area, eager to give their autistic
son a better life. But when a young nanny's body is found hanging in the
barn of their home, rumours of her affair with the husband begin to
spread like wild fire.

Close, Ajay

A petrol scented spring
The day after her wedding, Donella Ferguson Watson wakes up shackled
to a man haunted by the past. The lonely days become weeks, months.
Her husband Hugh, a prison doctor, will offer no explanation for their
sexless marriage. She comes to suspect the answer lies with a hungerstriking suffragette who was force fed and held in solitary confinement.
But what really happened between Hugh and his prisoner patient? A
Petrol Scented Spring is a riveting novel of repression, jealousy and love,
and the struggle for women's emancipation.

Close, Ajay

The daughter of Lady Macbeth
Freya and Frankie's longing for a baby has put their marriage under strain.
IVF is their last hope - but how do you bring a child into the world if you
don't know who you are? Freya's mother Lilias (an actress on and off
stage) will tell her nothing about her father, not even his name. When
Freya signs on at a fertility clinic, she discovers a new capacity for
deception in herself, while Lilias is forced to confront the limits of
pretence. As the lies and secrets unravel, it seems mother and daughter
have more in common than either of them suspects.

Coetzee, J.M.

The childhood of Jesus
A profound, beautiful and continually surprising novel from J.M. Coetzee,
author of 'Waiting for the Barbarians' and 'Summertime'.

Collins, Wilkie

The woman in white
This classic opens with Walter Hartright's eerie encounter on a moonlit
London road. Matthew Sweet's introduction explores the phenomenon
of Victorian 'sensation' fiction, and discusses Collins' biographical and
societal influences. Included in this edition are appendices on theatrical
adaptations of the novel.

Crace, Jim

Harvest
A trio of outsiders - two men and a dangerously magnetic woman arrives on the woodland borders and puts up a make-shift camp. That
same night, the local manor house is set on fire. Over the course of 7
days, Walter Thirsk sees the harvest blackened by smoke and fear, the
new arrivals cruelly punished, and his neighbours held captive on
suspicion of witchcraft. But something even darker is at the heart of his
story, and he will be the only man left to tell it.

Cross, Mason

The killing season
When Caleb Wardell, the infamous 'Chicago Sniper', escapes from death
row two weeks before his execution, the FBI calls on the services of
Carter Blake, a man with certain specialised talents whose skills lie in
finding those who don't want to be found. A man to whom Wardell is no
stranger. Along with Elaine Banner, an ambitious special agent juggling
life as a single mother with her increasingly high-flying career, Blake must
track Wardell down as he cuts a swathe across America, apparently killing
at random. But Blake and Banner soon find themselves sidelined from the
case. And as they try desperately to second guess a man who kills purely
for the thrill of it, they uncover a hornets' nest of lies and corruption.

Demick, Barbara

Nothing to envy: real lives in North Korea
A groundbreaking never-before-seen view into North Korea through the
lives of six ordinary citizens by an award-winning foreign correspondent.

De Waal, Edmund

The hare with amber eyes
264 wood and ivory carvings of animals, plants and people, none of them
larger than a matchbox; apprentice potter Edmund de Waal was
entranced by the collection when he first encountered it in the Tokyo
apartment of his great uncle Iggie. When he inherited them, he
discovered that they unlocked a story larger than he could have
imagined.
The toymakers
The Emporium opens with the first frost of winter. It is the same every
year. Across the city, when children wake to see ferns of white stretched
across their windows, or walk to school to hear ice crackling underfoot,
the whispers begin: the Emporium is open! Christmas is coming, and the
goose is getting fat. It is 1917, and London has spent years in the shadow
of the First World War. In the heart of Mayfair, though, there is a place of
hope. A place where children's dreams can come true - that place is Papa
Jack's Toy Emporium.

Dinsdale, Robert

Doerr, Anthony

All the light we cannot see
Marie-Laure has been blind since the age of six. Her father builds a
perfect miniature of their Paris neighbourhood so she can memorise it by
touch and navigate her way home. But when the Nazis invade, they flee
with a dangerous secret. Werner is a German orphan, destined to labour
in the same mine that claimed his father's life, until he discovers a knack
for engineering. His talent wins him a place at a brutal military academy,
but his way out of obscurity is built on suffering. At the same time, far
away in a walled city by the sea, an old man discovers new worlds
without ever setting foot outside his home. But all around him,
impending danger closes in.

Donoghue, Emma

Room
It's Jack's birthday and he's excited about turning five. Jack lives with his
Ma in Room, which has a locked door and a skylight, and measures 11
feet by 11 feet. He loves watching TV but he knows that nothing he sees
on screen is truly real. Until the day Ma admits that there's a world
outside.

Donoghue, Emma

The wonder
An eleven-year-old girl stops eating, but remains miraculously alive and
well. A nurse, sent to investigate whether she is a fraud, meets a
journalist hungry for a story. Set in the Irish Midlands in the 1850s, Emma
Donoghue's The Wonder - inspired by numerous European and North
American cases of 'fasting girls' between the sixteenth century and the
twentieth - is a psychological thriller about a child's murder threatening
to happen in slow motion before our eyes.

Douglas, Robert

Last dance at the wrecker's ball
Glasgow, 1971. The old way of life is under threat for the tight-knit
community in Dalbeattie Street, Maryhill. The shadow of the wrecker's
ball looms large over their homes, and they must face the choice of
moving to a new estate or dispersing throughout the city.

Douglas-Home, Mark

The sea detective
Cal McGill, a part-time PhD oceanography student with a macabre
interest in floating corpses, comes across a young woman in dirty clothes
with scabs and cracked lips. She explains how her friend died three years
ago and was fished out of the sea. This isn't the only unexplained death
haunting McGill however.

Doughty, Louise

Apple tree yard
Yvonne Carmichael has worked hard to achieve the life she always
wanted: a high-flying career in genetics, a beautiful home, a good
relationship with her husband and their two grown-up children. Then one
day she meets a stranger at the Houses of Parliament and, on impulse,
begins a passionate affair with him - a decision that will put everything
she values at risk. At first she believes she can keep the relationship
separate from the rest of her life, but she can't control what happens
next. All of her careful plans spiral into greater deceit and, eventually, a
life-changing act of violence.

Drinkwater, Carol

The olive route
The olive route recounts the author's passion for the olive tree and the
culture that has grown up around it. In search of its secrets and traditions
she embarked on a solo adventure around the Mediterranean basin,
tracking trade routes and unearthing unlikely stories.

Duenas, Maria

The seamstress
Sira Quiroga leaves Madrid for love only to be left pregnant and penniless
by her lover. She falls back on sewing and soon becomes aware of the
gossip of women about their lovers and husbands, a position very
valuable to the British secret service.

Duffy, Myra

Du Maurier, Daphne

Du Maurier, Daphne

Du Maurier, Daphne

Death at the Kyles of Bute
With no other work in prospect, the last minute offer of a contract as
guest speaker at the rebuilt Kyles of Bute Hydro hotel persuades Alison
Cameron to go back to the Isle of Bute. She soon realises she's made a
terrible mistake. Unexplained sounds of sobbing, sudden illness among
the guests and then the first death make her realise this is an offer she
should have refused.
Frenchman's Creek
The Restoration Court knows Lady Dona St Columb to be ripe for any
folly, any outrage that will alter the tedium of her days. But there is
another, secret Dona who longs for freedom, honest love - and
sweetness, even if it is spiced with danger.

My cousin Rachel
Orphaned at an early age, Philip Ashley is raised by his benevolent older
cousin, Ambrose. Resolutely single, Ambrose delights in Philip as his heir,
a man who will love his grand home as much as he does himself. But the
cosy world the two construct is shattered when Ambrose sets off on a
trip to Florence. There he falls in love and marries - and there he dies
suddenly.
Rebecca
Du Maurier's famous tale of suspense, mystery and love concerns Maxim
de Winter's shy new bride and the house she is to inhabit, but that still
reverberates to the haunting presence of his previous wife's influence.

Dunant, Sarah

Blood and beauty
When Rodrigo Borgia buys his way into the papacy, he is defined not just
by his wealth or his love for his illegitimate children, but by his blood: he
is a Spanish Pope in a city run by Italians. If the Borgias are to triumph,
this charismatic politician with an appetite for life, women and power
must use papacy and family to succeed.

Dunmore, Helen

Exposure
London, November, 1960: the Cold War is at its height. Spy fever fills the
newspapers, and the political establishment knows how and where to
bury its secrets. When a highly sensitive file goes missing, Simon
Callington is accused of passing information to the Soviets, and arrested.
His wife, Lily, suspects that his imprisonment is part of a cover-up, and
that more powerful men than Simon will do anything to prevent their
own downfall. She knows that she too is in danger, and must fight to
protect her children. But what she does not realise is that Simon has
hidden vital truths about his past, and may be found guilty of another
crime that carries with it an even greater penalty.

Dunmore, Helen

The lie
Cornwall, 1920, early spring. A young man stands on a headland, looking
out to sea. He is back from the war, homeless and without family. Behind
him lie the mud, barbed-wire entanglements and terror of the trenches.
Behind him is also the most intense relationship of his life. Daniel has
survived, but the horror and passion of the past seem more real than the
quiet fields around him. He is about to step into the unknown. But will he
ever be able to escape the terrible, unforeseen consequences of a lie?

Edwards, Kim

The lake of dreams
After years abroad, Lucy returns home from Japan. She is newly haunted
by her father's unresolved death a decade ago. Late one night, as she
paces the hallways of her family's lakeside house, she discovers, locked in
a window seat, a collection of objects that appear to be idle curiosities,
but soon reveal a complex family history.

Endicott, Marina

The little shadows
In this work, we follow the lives of the three Avery sisters: Aurora, the
eldest and most conventionally beautiful; thoughtful Clover, a year
younger; and headstrong Bella, the youngest. The girls, overseen by their
fond but barely coping Mama, set out to make their living as a singing act
after the death of their father.

Eng, Tan Twan

The gift of rain
Driven by the prophetic words of an ancient soothsayer, this novel
explores the opposing ideas of predestination and self-determination, as
Philip traces a perilous and sometimes unclear path through the terrible
years of the Second World War in Penang, Malaysia.

Eng, Tan Twan

The garden of evening mists
In the lush highlands of Malaya, a woman sets out to build a memorial to
her sister, killed at the hands of the Japanese during the brutal
Occupation of their country. Yun Ling's quest leads her to 'The Garden of
Evening Mists', and to Aritomo, a man of extraordinary skill and
reputation, once the gardener of the Emperor of Japan. When she
accepts his offer to become his apprentice, she begins a journey into her
past, inextricably linked with the secrets of her troubled country's history.

Erskine, Barbara

River of destiny
An Anglo Saxon burial ground that must not be disturbed. A Victorian
tragedy of forbidden love. And an ancient curse whose power grows ever
stronger. On the banks of the River Deben lies a set of barns dating back
to the Anglo Saxons, and within their walls secrets have lain buried for
centuries.

Evans, Lissa

Crooked heart
When Noel Bostock - aged ten, no family - is evacuated from London to
escape the Blitz, he ends up living in St Albans with Vera Sedge, a thirtysix year old drowning in debts and dependents. Always desperate for
money, she's unscrupulous about how she gets it. The war's thrown up
new opportunities for making money but what Vee needs (and what
she's never had) is a cool head and the ability to make a plan. On her
own, she's a disaster. With Noel, she's a team. Together they cook up an
idea. Criss-crossing the bombed suburbs of London, Vee starts to make a
profit and Noel begins to regain his interest in life. But there are plenty of
other people making money out of the war and some of them are
dangerous. Noel may have been moved to safety, but he isn't actually
safe at all.

Faber, Michel

The book of strange new things
Peter Leigh is a missionary called to go on the journey of a lifetime.
Leaving behind his beloved wife, Bea, he boards a flight for a remote and
unfamiliar land, a place where the locals are hungry for the teachings of
the Bible - his 'book of strange new things'. It is a quest that will challenge
Peter's beliefs, his understanding of the limits of the human body and,
most of all, his love for Bea.

Fallada, Hans

Alone in Berlin
Inspired by a true story, Hans Fallada's Alone in Berlin is the gripping tale
of an ordinary man's determination to defy the tyranny of Nazi rule.

Feehan, Pat

Snap judgement
When freelance photographer, Jacques Murphy, finds a dead body beside
the River Clyde in the centre of Glasgow his first instinct should be to
reach for his camera. But for Jacques this is no dream photo opportunity,
it’s the start of a nightmare.Two years earlier, in the south of France
Jacques had found the body of his ex-girlfriend, Chantal, beside the River
Garonne. The French authorities regarded Jacques as their prime suspect
but after a year-long investigation, they decided they couldn’t make a
case against him. But the victim’s family and the French press were not so
easily satisfied and Jacques moved to his father’s native Glasgow looking
for a fresh start.Scottish police initially treat him as a witness in their
case, but when they learn of Jacques’ past he swiftly moves from witness
to suspect.

Ferguson, Patricia

Aren't we sisters?
Lettie teaches married women about contraception. Her job is technically
legal, but the things that the typed, unsigned letters that arrive at Lettie's
office ask her to do certainly aren't ...

Ferrante, Elena

My brilliant friend
This novel is a rich, intense, and generous-hearted story about two
friends, Elena and Lila. Ferrante's inimitable style lends itself perfectly to
a meticulous portrait of these two women that is also the story of a
nation and a touching meditation on the nature of friendship.

Fidler, Kathleen

The desperate journey
The Murrays are forced to move to the slums of Glasgow - the first step
in a journey that takes them across the seas to Canada, and to the Red
River. All of the events described by Kathleen Fidler actually happened to
the Red River colonists.

Fitzgerald, Helen

Dead lovely
Krissie & Sarah have been best friends forever. Sarah is married to Kyle &
they are trying for a baby. Krissie becomes pregnant after a one night
stand on holiday & this upsets Sarah, who is having trouble conceiving. To
ease the tension between them all, they go on a walking holiday in Loch
Lomond, which has disastrous consequences.

Fitzgerald, Helen

The donor
Will Marion has two perfect kidneys. His daughters aren't so lucky.
Question is: which one should he save? Time is critical, and he has to
make a decision. Should he buy a kidney - be an organ tourist? Should he
save one child? If so, which one? Should he sacrifice himself? Or is there a
fourth terrible solution?

Flynn, Gillian

Gone girl
Nick Dunne's wife Amy suddenly disappears on the morning of their 5th
anniversary. The police immediately suspect Nick. Amy's friends reveal
that she was afraid of him. He swears it isn't true. A police examination of
his computer shows strange searches. He says they aren't his. Then there
are the persistent calls on his mobile phone.

Forbes, Michele

Ghost moth
Northern Ireland, 1949. Katherine must choose between George Bedford solid, reliable, devoted George - and Tom McKinley, who makes her feel
alive. The reverberations of that summer - of the passions that were
spilled, the lies that were told and the bargains that were made - still
clamour to be heard in 1969. Northern Ireland has become a tinderbox
but tragedy also lurks closer to home. As Katherine and George struggle
to save their marriage and silence the ghosts of the past, their family and
city stand on the brink of collapse.

Forster, Margaret

The unknown bridesmaid
When Julia was eight, she was asked to be a bridesmaid at her beautiful
cousin Iris's wedding. Her mother saw this as a chore, but Julia was
thrilled. When the time came, even the fact that her bridesmaid's dress
didn't fit, and was plain cream rather than the pink she'd hoped for,
couldn't ruin the day. But after this, things began to go wrong for Julia,
starting with an episode involving her cousin's baby, a pram, and a secret
trip round the block.

Forsyth, Frederick

The outsider: my life in intrigue
Trained first as a pilot, then as a journalist, Frederick Forsyth finally
turned to fiction and became one of the most lauded thriller writers of
our time. As exciting as his novels, Forsyth's autobiography is a candid
look at an extraordinary life lived to the full.

Fowler, Karen Joy

We are all completely beside ourselves
Rosemary's young, just at college, and she's decided not to tell anyone a
thing about her family. So we're not going to tell you too much either:
you'll have to find out for yourselves. Rosemary is now an only child, but
she used to have a sister the same age as her, and an older brother. Both
are now gone - vanished from her life. There's something unique about
Rosemary's sister, Fern. So now she's telling her story: full of hilarious
asides and brilliantly spiky lines, it's a looping narrative that begins
towards the end, and then goes back to the beginning. Twice.

Fowles, John

The magus
On a remote Greek island, Nicholas Urfe finds himself embroiled in the
deceptions of a master trickster. Fowles unfolds a tale that is lush with
over-powering imagery in a spellbinding exploration of the complexities
of the human mind.

Frayn, Michael

My father's fortune
This is above all the story of Michael Frayn's father, the quick-witted boy
from a poor and struggling family, who overcame so many disadvantages
and shouldered so many burdens to make a go of his life; who found
happiness, had it snatched away from him in a single instant, and in the
end, after many difficulties, found it again.

French, Dawn

Oh dear Silvia
Who is in Coma Suite Number 5? A matchless lover? A supreme egotist?
A selfless martyr? A bad mother? A cherished sister? A selfish wife? All of
these. For this is Silvia Shute who has always done exactly what she
wants. Until now, when her life suddenly, shockingly stops. Her past holds
a dark and terrible secret, and now that she is unconscious in a hospital
bed, her constant stream of visitors are set to uncover the mystery of her
broken life. And she must lie there, victim of the beloveds, the borings,
the babblings and the plain bonkers.

Funder, Anna

All that I am
Who is in Coma Suite Number 5? A matchless lover? A supreme egotist?
A selfless martyr? A bad mother? A cherished sister? A selfish wife? All of
these. For this is Silvia Shute who has always done exactly what she
wants. Until now, when her life suddenly, shockingly stops. Her past holds
a dark and terrible secret, and now that she is unconscious in a hospital
bed, her constant stream of visitors are set to uncover the mystery of her
broken life. And she must lie there, victim of the beloveds, the borings,
the babblings and the plain bonkers.

Gabaldon, Diana

Outlander
Claire Randall is leading a double life. She has a husband in one century and a lover in another. In 1945, Claire Randall is back from the war and
reunited with her husband on a second honeymoon in Scotland.
Innocently she walks through a stone circle in the Highlands, and finds
herself in a violent skirmish taking place in 1743.

Gaiman, Neil

The ocean at the end of the lane
It began for our narrator 40 years ago when the family lodger stole their
car and committed suicide in it, stirring up ancient powers best left
undisturbed. Dark creatures from beyond the world are on the loose and
it will take everything our narrator has just to stay alive.

Galbraith, Robert

The cuckoo's calling
Written under a pseudonym by J.K. Rowling, this gripping, elegant
mystery is steeped in the atmosphere of London. A war veteran wounded
both physically and psychologically, Cormoran Strike's life is in disarray
but the case he is working on gives him a lifeline, despite coming at a
personal cost.

Galbraith, Robert

The silkworm
When novelist Owen Quine goes missing, his wife calls in private
detective Cormoran Strike. At first, she just thinks he has gone off by
himself for a few days - as he has done before - and she wants Strike to
find him and bring him home. But as Strike investigates, it becomes clear
that there is more to Quine's disappearance than his wife realises. The
novelist has just completed a manuscript featuring poisonous penportraits of almost everyone he knows. If the novel were published it
would ruin lives - so there are a lot of people who might want to silence
him.

Gardam, Jane

Last friends
Old Filth and The Man in the Wooden Hat told with bristling tenderness
and black humour the stories of that Titan of the Hong Kong law courts,
Old Filth QC, and his clever, misunderstood wife Betty. Last Friends, the
final volume of this trilogy, picks up with Terence Veneering, Filth's great
rival in work and - though it was never spoken of - in love.

Gaskell, Elizabeth

Wives and daughters
Set in a provincial town in the early nineteenth century, Wives and
Daughters, Elizabeth Gaskell's last novel, is a subtle representation of
historical change explored in human terms.

Gray, Alasdair

Lanark: a life in four books
This novel is a work of extraordinary imagination and wide range. Its
playful narrative techniques convey a profound message, both personal
and political, about humankind's inability to love and yet our compulsion
to go on trying.

Gray, Alex

A pound of flesh
Detective Inspector Lorimer's worst nightmare is a serial killer loose in his
city. But two serial killers operating at once in Glasgow is a nightmare
come to life. When the latest murder is that of a prominent politician,
Lorimer finds the media's relentless scrutiny turned on his investigation.

Greene, Graham

The quiet American
Into the intrigue and violence of Indo-China comes Pyle, a young idealistic
American sent to promote democracy through a mysterious 'Third Force'.
As his naive optimism starts to cause bloodshed, his friend Fowler finds it
hard to stand and watch.

Greig, Andrew

Fair Helen
Andrew Greig takes the Scottish Border song 'The Ballad of Fair Helen' as
the inspiration for an adventure and a romance, shining a candlelight on
the dark days of a lawless land, and the real woman behind the fable.

Greig, Andrew

In another light
In the early 1930s, an ambitious young Scotsman sets out on the long sea
voyage to Penang, eager to take up his post running a maternity hospital
in the colony. 70 years later forty-something engineer Edward Mackay,
while recuperating on Orkney, begins to unravel the story of a man he
thought he knew - his father.

Greig, Andrew

The return of John Macnab
The return of John Macnab is an adventure, a poacher's handbook, a
romance and a moving story of loss and renewal with comic and political
elements.

Grisham, John

The racketeer
Malcolm Bannister is a lawyer. He is in prison. Five years ago, the FBI set
him up as the fall guy for a crime he did not know he was committing. He
has exhausted every avenue of appeal, and any hope of acquittal. Until
now. Judge Raymond Fawcett is found dead in a remote lakeside cabin.
There are no witnesses, no fingerprints, no evidence. The investigators
have no leads. Bannister didn't know the judge. But he knows who killed
him, and why. It could be his ticket to freedom. And revenge.

Groen, Hendrik

The secret diary of Hendrik Groen, 83 ¼ years old
Hendrik Groen may be old, but he is far from dead and isn't planning to
be buried any time soon. Granted, his daily strolls are getting shorter
because his legs are no longer willing and he had to visit his doctor more
than he'd like. Technically speaking he is ... elderly. But surely there is
more to life at his age than weak tea and potted geraniums?Hendrik sets
out to write an expos: a year in the life of his care home in Amsterdam,
revealing all its ups and downs - not least his new endeavour the anarchic
Old-But-Not Dead Club. And when Eefje moves in - the woman Hendrik
has always longed for - he polishes his shoes (and his teeth), grooms
what's left of his hair and attempts to make something of the life he has
left, with hilarious, tender and devastating consequences.

Hamer, Kate

Girl in the red coat
Carmel Wakeford becomes separated from her mother at a local
children's festival, and is found by a man who claims to be her estranged
grandfather. He tells her that her mother has had an accident and that
she is to live with him for now. As days become weeks with her new
family, 8-year-old Carmel realises that this man believes she has a special
gift. While her mother desperately tries to find her, Carmel embarks on
an extraordinary journey, one that will make her question who she is and who she might become.

Hancock, Sheila

Miss Carter's war
Through deep friendships and love lost and found, from the peace
marches of the fifties and the flowering of the swinging sixties, to the rise
of Thatcher and the battle for gay rights, to the spectre of a new war,
Sheila Hancock has created a powerful, panoramic portrait of Britain
through the life of one very singular woman.

Hannah, Kristin

The great alone
Thirteen-year-old Leni is coming of age in a tumultuous time. Caught in
the riptide of her parents’ passionate, stormy relationship, she dares to
hope that Alaska will lead to a better future for her family, and a place to
belong. Her mother, Cora, will do anything and go anywhere for the man
she loves, even if it means following him into the unknown. As Leni grows
up in the shadow of her parents’ increasingly volatile marriage, she meets
Matthew. And Matthew – thoughtful, kind, brave – makes her believe in
the possibility of a better life.

Hannah, Kristin

The nightingale
Despite their differences, sisters Viann and Isabelle have always been
close. Younger, bolder Isabelle lives in Paris while Viann is content with
life in the French countryside with her husband Antoine and their
daughter. But when the Second World War strikes, Antoine is sent off to
fight and Viann finds herself isolated so Isabelle is sent by their father to
help her. With life changing in unbelievably horrific ways, the sisters find
themselves facing frightening situations and responding in ways they
never thought possible as bravery and resistance take different forms in
each of their actions.

Harper, Jane

The dry
Amid the worst drought to ravage Australia in a century, it hasn't rained
in small country town Kiewarra for two years. Tensions in the community
become unbearable when three members of the Hadler family are
brutally murdered. Everyone thinks Luke Hadler, who committed suicide
after slaughtering his wife and six-year-old son, is guilty. Policeman Aaron
Falk returns to the town of his youth for the funeral of his childhood best
friend, and is unwillingly drawn into the investigation. As questions
mount and suspicion spreads through the town, Falk is forced to confront
the community that rejected him 20 years earlier.

Harper, Jane

The lost man
Two brothers meet at the remote fence line separating their cattle farms
under the relenting sun of the remote outback. In an isolated part of
Western Australia, they are each other's nearest neighbour, their homes
three hours' drive apart. They are at the stockman's grave, a landmark so
old that no one can remember who is buried there. But today, the scant
shadow it casts was the last hope for their middle brother, Cameron, who
lies dead at their feet. Something had been on Cam's mind. Did he choose
to walk to his death? Because if he didn't, the isolation of the outback
leaves few suspects.

Harris, Jane

Gillespie and I
In 1888, young, art-loving Harriet Baxter arrives in Glasgow at the time of
the International Exhibition. Befriending the Gillespie family, Harriet soon
becomes a fixture in all of their lives. But when tragedy strikes the
promise and certainties of this world all too rapidly disorientate into
mystery and deception.

Harris, Joanne

Peaches for Monsieur le Cure
When Vianne Rocher receives a letter from beyond the grave, she has no
choice but to follow the wind that blows her back to Lansquenet. But
returning to her old home, Vianne is completely unprepared for what she
is to find there. Women veiled in black, the scent of spices and a minaret
on the bank of the river.

Harris, Robert

The fear index
Dr Max Hoffman is a physicist who uses a revolutionary & highly secret
system of computer algorithms to trade on the world's financial markets.
Hoffman's hedge fund - built around the standard measure of market
volatility - generates astonishing returns for his investors. Late one night,
an intruder disturbs Hoffman & his wife.

Harrison, A.S.A.

The silent wife
Todd Gilbert and Jodie Brett are in a bad place in their relationship.
They've been together for 28 years, and with no children to worry about
there has been little to disrupt their affluent Chicago lifestyle. But there
has also been little to hold it together, and beneath the surface lie everwidening cracks.

Hawkins, Paula

The girl on the train
Rachel catches the same commuter train every morning. She knows it will
wait at the same signal each time, overlooking a row of back gardens.
She's even started to feel like she knows the people who live in one of
the houses. 'Jess and Jason', she calls them. Their life - as she sees it - is
perfect. If only Rachel could be that happy. And then she sees something
shocking. It's only a minute until the train moves on, but it's enough. Now
everything's changed. Now Rachel has a chance to become a part of the
lives she's only watched from afar. Now they'll see; she's much more than
just the girl on the train.

Hayes, Terry

I am Pilgrim
Pilgrim was the codename for a world class and legendary secret agent.
When NYPD Ben Bradley tracks down Pilgrim, neither man can imagine
the terrifying journey they are about to begin, as what begins as an
unusual and challenging murder investigation leads them into a direct
collision course with the dark forces of jihadist terrorism.

Haywood, Sarah

The cactus
People aren't sure what to make of Susan Green - family and colleagues
find her prickly and hard to understand, but Susan makes perfect sense to
herself. Age 45, she thinks her life is perfect, as long as she avoids her
feckless brother, Edward - a safe distance away in Birmingham. She has a
London flat which is ideal for one; a job that suits her passion for logic;
and a personal arrangement providing cultural and other, more intimate,
benefits. Yet suddenly faced with the loss of her mother and, implausibly,
with the possibility of becoming a mother herself, Susan's greatest fear is
being realised: she is losing control. And things can only get worse ... at
least in Susan's eyes.

Healey, Emma

Elizabeth is missing
'Elizabeth is missing', reads the note in Maud's pocket in her own
handwriting. Lately, Maud's been getting forgetful. She keeps buying
peach slices when she has a cupboard full, forgets to drink the cups of tea
she's made and writes notes to remind herself of things. But Maud is
determined to discover what has happened to her friend, Elizabeth, and
what it has to do with the unsolved disappearance of her sister Sukey,
years back, just after the war.

Herron, Mick

Spook Street
20 years retired, David Cartwright can still spot when the stoats are on
his trail. Radioactive secrets and unfinished business go with the territory
on Spook Street: he's always known there would be an accounting. And
he's not as defenceless as they might think. Jackson Lamb worked with
Cartwright back in the day. He knows better than most that this is no
vulnerable old man.
Last train from Liguria
This is a sweeping tale of consequences set in the 1930s, that spans
claustrophobic Dublin, the tense formality of London, and the heat and
bustle of the Italian riviera.

Hickey, Christine Dwyer

Higashino, Keigo

The devotion of suspect X
Yasuko lives a quiet life. But when her ex-husband appears at her door
without warning one day, her comfortable world is shattered. When
Detective Kusanagi tries to piece together the events of that day, he finds
himself confronted by the most puzzling, mysterious circumstances he
has ever investigated.

Hislop, Victoria

The sunrise
In 1972, Famagusta in Cyprus is the most desirable resort in the
Mediterranean. Tourism and commerce boom in the city, with Greek and
Turkish Cypriots living and working harmoniously side by side. Elsewhere
on the island, there has been a decade of unrest and violence between
the communities and in 1974, following a Greek military coup, Turkey
invades the island to protect the Turkish Cypriot minority. As Famagusta
is shelled, its population flees. In the now deserted city, just two families
are left behind. 'The Sunrise' tells the story of this small group living in
hiding.

Hislop, Victoria

The thread
Thessaloniki, 1917. As Dimitri Komninos is born, a devastating fire sweeps
through the Greek city where Christians, Jews and Muslims live side by
side. 5 years later, Katerina Sarafoglou's home in Asia Minoris destroyed
by the Turkish army. Losing her mother in the chaos, she flees across the
sea to an unknown destination in Greece.

Hollinghurst, Alan

The stranger's child
In the late summer of 1913 the aristocratic young poet Cecil Valance
comes to stay at 'Two Acres', the home of his close Cambridge friend
George Sawle. The weekend will be one of excitements and confusions
for all the Sawles, but it is on George's 16-year-old sister Daphne that it
will have the most lasting impact.

Honeyman, Gail

Eleanor Oliphant is completely fine
Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple life. She wears the same clothes to work
every day, eats the same meal deal for lunch every day and buys the
same two bottles of vodka to drink every weekend. Eleanor Oliphant is
happy. Nothing is missing from her carefully timetabled life. Except,
sometimes, everything. One simple act of kindness is about to shatter the
walls Eleanor has built around herself. Now she must learn how to
navigate the world that everyone else seems to take for granted - while
searching for the courage to face the dark corners she's avoided all her
life.
Wake
Five days in November, 1920: as the body of the Unknown Soldier makes
its way home from the fields of Northern France, three women are
overcoming loss in their own way. As each struggles to move on with her
life, a wartime mystery begins to unravel. But where will the threads
lead, and will they bring the answers these women crave?

Hope, Anna

Hosseini, Khalid

And the mountains echoed
A multi-generational family story revolving around brothers and sisters,
'And the Mountains Echoed' explores the ways in which they love,
wound, betray, honour and sacrifice for each other.

Huber, Linda

The cold, cold sea
They stared at each other, and Maggie felt the tightness in her middle
expand as it shifted, burning its way up. Painful sobs rose from her throat
as Colin, his face expressionless now, reached for his mobile and dialled
999.When three-year-old Olivia disappears, her parents are overwhelmed
with grief. Weeks go by and Olivia's mother refuses to leave the cottage,
staring out at the turbulent sea and praying it didn't claim her precious
daughter's life.

Hurley, Andrew Michael

The loney
If it had another name, I never knew, but the locals called it the Loney that strange nowhere between the Wyre and the Lune where Hanny and
I went every Easter time with Mummer, Farther, Mr and Mrs Belderboss
and Father Wilfred, the parish priest. It was impossible to truly know the
place. It changed with each influx and retreat, and the neap tides would
reveal the skeletons of those who thought they could escape its insidious
currents. No one ever went near the water. No one apart from us, that is.
I suppose I always knew that what happened there wouldn't stay hidden
for ever, no matter how much I wanted it to.

Hurwitz, Greg

Orphan X
'Do you need my help?' It was always the first question he asked. They
called him when they had nowhere else to turn. As a boy he was chosen,
then taken from the orphanage he called home. Raised and trained as
part of a top secret programme he was sent to the worst places in the
world to do the things his government denied any knowledge of. Then he
broke with the programme, using everything he'd learned to disappear.
He wanted to help the desperate and deserving. But now someone's on
his tail. Someone who has issues with his past. Someone who knows he
was once known simply as Orphan X.

Ishiguro, Kazou

Never let me go
Kathy, Ruth and Tommy were pupils at Hailsham - an idyllic establishment
situated deep in the English countryside. The children there were
tenderly sheltered from the outside world, brought up to believe they
were special, and that their personal welfare was crucial. But for what
reason were they really there?

Ivey, Eowyn

The snow child
Jack and Mabel have staked everything on making a fresh start in the raw
Alaskan wilderness. In a moment of tenderness, the pair build a snowman
- or rather a snow girl - together. The next morning, all trace of her has
disappeared. But Jack can't shake the notion that he glimpsed a small
figure running in the trees in the dawn light.

James, P.D.

The lighthouse
Combe Island off the Cornish coast has a bloodstained history of piracy
and cruelty but now, privately owned, it offers respite to over-stressed
men and women in positions of high authority who require privacy and
guaranteed security. But the peace of Combe is violated when one of the
distinguished visitors is bizarrely murdered.

Jefferies, Dinah

The tea planter's wife
Nineteen-year-old Gwendolyn Hooper is newly married to a rich and
charming widower, eager to join him on his tea plantation, and
determined to be the perfect wife and mother. But life in 1920s Ceylon is
not what Gwen had expected ...

Jemisin, N.K.

The fifth season
This is the way the world ends - for the last time. It starts with the great
red rift across the heart of the world's sole continent, spewing ash that
blots out the sun. It starts with death, with a murdered son and a missing
daughter. It starts with betrayal, and long dormant wounds rising up to
fester. This is the Stillness, a land long familiar.

Johnson, Alan

This boy
This is the story of two incredible women: Alan Johnson's mother, Lily,
who battled against poor health, poverty, domestic violence and
loneliness to try to ensure a better future for her children; and his sister,
Linda, who had to assume an enormous amount of responsibility to
protect her family.

Johnson, Alan

Please, Mister Postman
Born in condemned housing in West London in 1950, with no heating, no
electricity and no running water, Alan Johnson did not have the easiest
start in life. But by the age of 18, he was married, a father and working as
a postman in Slough. This sequel to Alan's bestselling memoir 'This Boy',
describes the next period in Alan's life with every bit as much honesty,
humour and emotional impact as his bestselling debut.

Johnson, Boris

The Churchill factor: how one man made history
On the eve of the 50th anniversary of Winston Churchill's death, Boris
Johnson explores what makes up the 'Churchill factor', the singular
brilliance of one of the most important leaders of the 20th century.
Taking on the myths and misconceptions along with the outsised reality,
he portrays a man of multiple contradictions, contagious bravery,
breathtaking eloquence, matchless strategising, and deep humanity.

Jonasson, Jonas

The hundred-year-old man who climbed out of the window and
disappeared
On his 100th birthday Allan Karlsson makes his escape from the old
people's home and embarks on an unlikely and momentous adventure.

Jonasson, Ragnar

Snowblind
In a quiet fishing village in Northern Iceland, rookie cop Ari Thor Arason is
being drawn into a series of suspicious accidents and deaths. As his
investigation becomes increasingly personal and complex, Ari's past may
be closer than he thinks.

Jones, Sadie

Small wars
Hal Treherne is a young and dedicated soldier on the brink of a brilliant
career. Impatient to see action, his other deep commitment is to Clara.
When Hal is transferred to the Mediterranean, Clara, and their baby
daughters join him. But action changes Hal and he soon becomes more
and more distant.

Jones, Sadie

The uninvited guests
One evening in 1912, in the kitchens at Sterne, preparations begin for a
supper party in honour of Emerald Torrington's 20th birthday. But only a
few miles away, an accident propels a crowd of mysterious and not
altogether savoury survivors to seek shelter at the ramshackle manor and the household is thrown into confusion and mischief.

Jones, Susanna

When nights were cold
Grace Farringdon forms an Antarctic Exploration Society with the
gregarious suffragette Locke, the reserved Hooper and the enigmatic
Parr, and before long the group are climbing the peaks of Snowdonia and
planning a trip to the Alps. 15 years later, Grace is haunted by the terrible
events that took place out on the mountains.

Joyce, Rachel

The unlikely pilgrimage of Harold Fry
When Harold Fry nips out one morning to post a letter, leaving his wife
hoovering upstairs, he has no idea that he is about to walk from one end
of the country to the other. He has no hiking boots or map, let alone a
compass, waterproof or mobile phone. All he knows is that he must keep
walking. To save someone else's life.

Joyce, Rachel

The love song of Miss Queenie Hennessy
When Queenie Hennessy discovers that Harold Fry is walking the length
of England to save her, and all she has to do is wait, she is shocked. Her
note to him had explained she was dying from cancer. How can she wait?
A volunteer at the hospice suggests Queenie write again; only this time
she must tell Harold the truth. Composing this new message, the
volunteer promises, will ensure Queenie hangs on. It will also atone for
the secrets of the past. Told in simple, emotionally-honest prose, with a
mischievous bite, this is a novel about the journey we all must take to
learn who we are; it is about loving and letting go.

Kalanithi, Paul

When breath becomes air
You are a young neurosurgeon. You have completed 11 years of training.
You are devoted to your work and on the brink of a wonderful career.
Then you are diagnosed with inoperable lung cancer. 'When Breath
Becomes Air' is an unforgettable reflection on the practice of medicine
and the relationship between doctor and patient.

Keeley, M.J.

Turning the hourglass
Historian Dyrne Samson doesn’t want to read about the past anymore.
Now he visits it. Abandoning University lecturing, he joins a classified
research organisation, hidden beneath the streets of New London. Their
time-distortion pods let him witness crucial moments throughout history.
But when observing the past, Dyrne discovers that he can also change it.
Of course, visiting events from his own life is forbidden – the only reason
he can’t return to the day he’ll never forget… unless he can manipulate
the rules.

Kelly, Cathy

It started with Paris
It all started with Paris. At the top of the Eiffel Tower, a young man
proposes to his girlfriend, cheered on by delighted tourists. In that
second, everything changes, not just for the happy couple, but for the
family and friends awaiting their return in Bridgeport, Ireland.

Kennedy, A.L.

Day
Alfred Day wanted his war. In its turmoil he found his proper purpose as
the tail-gunner in a Lancaster bomber; he found the wild, dark fellowship
of his crew, and - most extraordinary of all - he found Joyce, a woman to
love. But that's all gone now - the war took it away. Maybe it took him,
too.

Kent, Tony

Killer intent
Britain's elite security forces seem powerless when an audacious attempt
is made to assassinate a former US president in London. This becomes
the spark which ignites a chain reaction of explosive events that will see
old political sympathies rekindled and personal loyalties betrayed.

Kesson, Jessie

The white bird passes
Jessie Kesson's The White Bird Passes tells the moving story of a young
girl's experiences as she passes from the city streets into a bleak life in an
orphanage in Scotland during the 1920s.

King, Stephen

The gunslinger
Roland of Gilead, the Last Gunslinger, sets out on his journey of good and
evil in his ultimate quest for the Dark Tower. This is the first volume in
the series.

Kingsolver, Barbara

Flight behaviour
On the Appalachian Mountains above her home, a young mother
discovers a beautiful and terrible marvel of nature. As the world around
her is suddenly transformed by a seeming miracle, can the old certainties
they have lived by for centuries remain unchallenged?

Kingsolver, Barbara

Unsheltered
2016 Vineland. Meet Willa Knox, a woman who stands braced against an
upended world that seems to hold no mercy for her shattered life and
family - or the crumbling house that contains her. 1871 Vineland.
Thatcher Greenwood, the new science teacher, is a fervent advocate of
the work of Charles Darwin, and he is keen to communicate his ideas to
his students. But those in power in Thatcher's small town have no desire
for a new world order. Thatcher and his teachings are not welcome. Both
Willa and Thatcher resist the prevailing logic. Both are asked to pay a high
price for their courage. But both also find inspiration -- and an unlikely
kindred spirit -- in Mary Treat, a scientist, adventurer and anachronism.

Lackberg, Camilla

The lost boy
On a late summer's night, a young woman jumps in her car, her hands
slippery with blood on the steering wheel. Taking her five-year-old son,
Nathalie flees to the only safe haven she knows: the island of Graskar off
the coast of Fjallbacka. Meanwhile, Detective Patrik Hedstrom has barely
stepped foot inside his office following a lengthy sick leave before he
catches a murder investigation.

Lahiri, Jhumpa

The lowland
Epic in its canvas and intimate in its portrayal of lives undone and forged
anew, 'The Lowland' is a deeply felt novel of family ties that entangle and
fray in ways unforeseen and unrevealed, of ties that ineluctably define
who we are. With all the hallmarks of Jhumpa Lahiri's achingly poignant,
exquisitely empathetic story-telling, this is her most devastating work of
fiction to date.
The couple next door
Your neighbour told you that she didn't want your six-month-old
daughter at the dinner party. Nothing personal, she just couldn't stand
her crying. Your husband said it would be fine. After all, you only live next
door. You'll have the baby monitor and you'll take it in turns to go back
every half hour. Your daughter was sleeping when you checked on her
last. But now, as you race up the stairs in your deathly quiet house, your
worst fears are realised. She's gone.

Lapena, Shari

Lebeter, Irene

Maddie
Maddie is the story of one girl’s journey to bring peace and normality to
her turbulent life. Desperate to escape her past, eighteen-year-old
Maddie arrives in Glasgow. Poor, lonely and troubled, she’s determined
to make a new start but frightened to trust anyone. A new life opens for
her when she’s befriended by the Kingston family, an opportunity she
grasps with gratitude and one she clings to tenaciously. But can she put
her secret past behind her to reach lasting happiness?

Lebeter, Irene

Vina's quest
Vina’s Quest is the story of one woman’s epic search for her roots,
stretching over six decades and two continents. Everybody craves love,
family and romance in their lives and Vina is no different from the rest.
The reader is taken on a rollercoaster ride of highs and lows,
accompanying her on her quest. Seeking closure from the past, her
journey includes both pain and happiness as she searches for answers.

Le Carré, John

The pigeon tunnel: stories from my life
The pigeon tunnel, John le Carre's memoir and his first work of nonfiction, is a thrilling journey into the worlds of his 'secret sharers' - the
men and women, who inspired some of his most enthralling novels - and
a testament to the author's extraordinary engagement with the last halfcentury. The reader is swept along not just by the chilling winds of the
Cold War or by the author's frightening journeys into places of terrible
violence but, most importantly, by the author's inimitable voice. In this
astonishing work we see our world, both public and private, through the
eyes of one of this country's greatest writers.

Le Carré, John

The spy who came in from the cold
An agent, desperate to end his career as a spy during the Cold War, is
caught up in a breathlessly perilous assignment to come in from the cold
and re-enter the West.

Lee, Harper

To kill a mockingbird
'Shoot all the bluejays you want, if you can hit 'em, but remember it's a
sin to kill a mockingbird'. This is a lawyer's advice to his children as he
defends the real mockingbird of the story - a black man charged with
raping a white girl in the 30s.

Lee, Laurie

As I walked out one midsummer morning
It was 1934 when Laurie Lee left his home to tramp through Spain. This
first book of Lee's autobiography paints a lyrical picture of a beautiful and
violent country that was to involve him inextricably.

Lefebure, Molly

Murder on the home front
It is 1941. There may be a 'war of chaos' in the skies over London, but
'the perpetual war against the underworld of crime' must nevertheless
continue on the streets below. Eschewing her journalistic post, Molly
Lefebure accepts an offer to become a secretary for the famed forensic
pathologist, Dr Keith Simpson. It is the beginning of an extraordinary
adventure and 'Miss Molly' becomes Dr Simpson's right-hand woman,
following him to crime scenes, courtrooms and mortuaries, taking notes,
collecting evidence and witnessing the most shocking of sights.

Lefteri, Christy

The beekeeper of Aleppo
Nuri is a beekeeper; his wife, Afra, an artist. They live a simple life, rich in
family and friends, in the beautiful Syrian city of Aleppo - until the
unthinkable happens. When all they care for is destroyed by war, they
are forced to escape. As Nuri and Afra travel through a broken world,
they must confront not only the pain of their own unspeakable loss, but
dangers that would overwhelm the bravest of souls. Above all - and
perhaps this is the hardest thing they face - they must journey to find
each other again.

Lewycka, Marina

Various pets alive and dead
Set half in Doncaster, half in London, this is a very funny riff on modern
values, featuring hamsters, cockroaches, poodles, a chicken and
multiplying rabbits, told by Marina Lewycka in her unique and brilliant
combination of irony, farce and wit.

Liptrot, Amy

The outrun
When Amy returns to Orkney after more than a decade away, she is
drawn back to the sheep farm where she grew up. Approaching the land
that was once home, memories of her childhood merge with the recent
events that have set her on this journey. Amy was shaped by the cycle of
the seasons, birth and death on the farm, and her father's mental illness,
which were as much a part of her childhood as the wild, carefree
existence on Orkney. But as she grew up, she longed to leave this remote
life. She moved to London and found herself in a hedonistic cycle. Unable
to control her drinking, alcohol gradually took over. Now 30, she finds
herself washed up back home on Orkney, trying to come to terms with
what happened to her in London.

Lupton, Rosamund

The quality of silence
On 24th November Yasmin and her deaf daughter Ruby arrive in Alaska.
Within hours they are driving alone across a frozen wilderness Where
nothing grows Where no one lives Where tears freeze And night will last
for another fifty-four days. They are looking for Ruby's father. Travelling
deeper into a silent land. They still cannot find him. And someone is
watching them in the dark.
Foreign affairs
Vinnie Miner, an Anglophile professor, is in London on a six month
foundation grant. So is her young colleague, Fred Turner. Fred is
arrestingly handsome and moping after a breakup with his wife. Vinnie
and Fred end up having love affairs in London.

Lurie, Alison

McAllister, Gillian

McClure, Ken

Anything you do say
It's the end of the night. You're walking home on your own. Then you
hear the sound every woman dreads. Footsteps. Behind you. Getting
faster. You're sure it's him - the man from the bar who wouldn't leave
you alone. You make a snap decision. You turn. You push. Your pursuer
tumbles down the steps. He lies motionless, face-down on the floor. Now
what?
Lost causes
Ex-Special Forces medic Dr Stephen Dunbar investigates the sudden and
mysterious deaths of a number of people, including a former health
minister who had introduced a new healthcare scheme some years
before in the north of England.

McEwan, Ian

Solar
Ranging from the Arctic Circle to the deserts of New Mexico, 'Solar' is a
serious and darkly satirical novel, showing human frailty struggling with
the most pressing and complex problem of our time. It is a story of one
man's greed and self-deception.

McEwan, Ian

Sweet tooth
Serena Frome, the beautiful daughter of an Anglican bishop, has a brief
affair with an older man during her final year at Cambridge, and finds
herself being groomed for the intelligence services.

McEwan, Ian

The children act
Fiona Maye is a respected High Court judge, renowned for her exactitude
and calm professionalism. But when her husband of 30 years standing
shocks her with an unreasonable request, she finds her life in crisis. At
precisely the same time, she is ordered to try a new case. It is an urgent
matter of life and death, bringing science and religion into direct conflict.

MacFarlane, Robert

The old ways: a journey on foot
Robert Macfarlane sets off from his Cambridge home to follow the
ancient tracks, holloways, drove-roads and sea-paths that form part of a
vast network of routes which criss-cross Britain.

McKay, Shirley

Hue and cry
1579, St Andrews. A 13 year-old boy meets his death on the streets of the
university city of St Andrews and suspicion falls upon one of the regents
at the university, Nicholas Colp. Hew Cullan, a young lawyer recently
returned home from Paris, investigates.

Mackenzie, A.J.

The body on the doorstep
Kent, 1796. Shocked to discover a dying man on his doorstep - and lucky
to avoid a bullet himself - Reverend Hardcastle finds himself entrusted
with the victim's cryptic last words. With smuggling rife on England's
south-east coast, the obvious conclusion is that a dodgy deal has gone
wrong. But why is the leader of the local Customs service so reluctant to
investigate? Ably assisted by the ingenious Mrs Chaytor, Hardcastle sets
out to solve the mystery for himself. But smugglers are not the only ones
to lurk off the Kent coast, and the more he discovers, the more he
realises he might have bitten off more than he can chew.

Mackintosh, Clare

I let you go
At the scene of a tragic accident, life changes immediately for everyone
involved. Finding it impossible to stay in Bristol, Jenna Gray moves to a
remote cottage on the Welsh coast. She is desperate to escape the past,
but is haunted by the accident, and by her own fears. DI Ray Stevens is
determined to get to the bottom of this case. The investigation takes him
away from his family and he finds himself growing closer to Kate Evans, a
young and forthright detective on his team. But Jenna's past is about to
catch up with her, with devastating consequences.

Mackintosh, Clare

I see you
When Zoe Walker sees her photo in the classifieds section of a London
newspaper, she is determined to find out why it's there. There's no
explanation, no website: just a grainy image and a phone number. She
takes it home to her family, who are convinced it's just someone who
looks like Zoe. But the next day the advert shows a photo of a different
woman, and another the day after that. Is it a mistake? A coincidence? Or
is someone keeping track of every move they make?

MacLaverty, Bernard

Midwinter break
A retired couple, Gerry and Stella Gilmore, fly to Amsterdam for a
midwinter break. A holiday to refresh the senses, to see the sights and to
generally take stock of what remains of their lives. But amongst the
wintry streets and icy canals we see their relationship fracturing beneath
the surface. And when memories re-emerge of a troubled time in their
native Ireland things begin to fall apart. As their midwinter break comes
to an end, we understand how far apart they are – and can only watch as
they struggle to save themselves.

McLean, Russel D.

Ed's dead
Meet Jen, who works in a bookshop and likes the odd glass of
Prosecco...oh, and she's about to be branded The Most Dangerous
Woman in Scotland. Jen Carter is a failed writer with a rubbish boyfriend,
Ed. That is, until she accidentally kills him one night. Now that Ed s dead,
she has to decide what to do with his body, his drugs and a big pile of
cash. And, more pressingly, how to escape the hitman who's been sent to
recover Ed's stash.

MacLeod, Alistair

No great mischief
In 1779, driven out of his home, Calum MacDonald set sail from the
Scottish Highlands with his extensive family. After a long, terrible journey
he settled in Canada and the family became in time a separate Nova
Scotian clan.

McNicoll, Andrea

Moonshine in the morning
Moonshine in the morning presents an unforgettable cast of strongminded women and their wayward husbands clinging to village life in
Thailand before the relentless advance of modernity.

McPartlin, Moira

The incomers
Mission-raised Ellie Amadi expects to live a dream life when she and her
son Nat leave home in West Africa to join her white, estate factor
husband James in the Fife mining village of Hollyburn. But Ellie soon
witnesses the villagers' ignorance to outsiders.

Magnusson, Sally

The Sealwoman's gift
A woman's story lost from history - in 1627 Icelandic islanders were
abducted and sold into slavery in Algiers; but what happened to the
women and children and, specifically, to the pastor's wife?

Maine, Sarah

The house between tides
Using the author's professional knowledge of archaeology, this is an
Edwardian historical mystery set on a remote Hebridean island, where
the present day protagonist becomes obsessed with uncovering a centuryold love triangle.

Maitland, Karen

The vanishing witch
The reign of Richard II is troubled, the poor are about to become poorer
still and landowners are lining their pockets. It's a case of every man for
himself, whatever his status or wealth. But in a world where nothing can
be taken at face value, who can you trust?

Malone, Michael J.

A suitable lie
Andrew Boyd thinks he is the luckiest man alive. Widowed with a young
child, after his wife dies in childbirth, he is certain that he will never again
experience true love. Then he meets Anna. Feisty, fun and beautiful, she's
his perfect match. But when Andy ends up in the hospital on his wedding
night he receives the first clue that Anna is not all that she seems.

Mantel, Hilary

Bring up the bodies
The sequel to 'Wolf Hall', 'Bring up the Bodies' explores one of the most
mystifying and frightening episodes in English history: the destruction of
Anne Boleyn.

Mantel, Hilary

Wolf Hall
England, the 1520s. Henry VIII is on the throne, but has no heir. Cardinal
Wolsey is his chief advisor, charged with securing the divorce the pope
refuses to grant. Into this atmosphere of distrust and need comes
Thomas Cromwell, first as Wolsey's clerk, and later his successor.

Marney, Laura

No wonder I take a drink
Following a night of whisky-fuelled high jinks and a dramatic discovery,
Trisha's future is changed forever.

Martel, Yan

Life of Pi
Pi lives in Pondicherry, India, where his father owns the city's zoo. The
family decides to immigrate to Canada, but tragedy strikes at sea. In the
lifeboat are five survivors: Pi, a hyena, a zebra, a female orang-utan & a
450-pound Royal Bengal tiger.

May, Peter

The blackhouse
The blackhouse is a murder mystery that explores the darkness in our
souls, and just how difficult it is to escape the savagery of the past.

May, Peter

The chess men
Fin Macleod, now head of security on a privately owned Lewis estate, is
charged with investigating a spate of illegal game-hunting taking place on
the island.

May, Peter

Coffin Road
A man is washed up on a deserted beach on the Hebridean Isle of Harris,
barely alive. He has no idea who he is or how he got there. The only clue
to his identity is a map tracing a track called the Coffin Road. A detective
crosses rough Atlantic seas to a remote rock 20 miles west of the Outer
Hebrides. With a sense of foreboding he steps ashore where three
lighthouse keepers disappeared more than a century before - a mystery
that remains unsolved. But now there is a new mystery - a man found
bludgeoned to death on that same rock. A teenage girl lies in her
Edinburgh bedroom, desperate to discover the truth about her father's
death. Two years after the discovery of the pioneering scientist's suicide
note, Karen Fleming still cannot accept that he would wilfully abandon
her. 'Coffin Road' follows three perilous journeys towards one shocking
truth - and the realisation that ignorance can kill us.

May, Peter

Entry Island
When Detective Sime Mackenzie boards a light aircraft at Montreal's St.
Hubert airfield, he does so without looking back. Travelling as part of an
investigation team, Sime's destination lies in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
Only two kilometres wide and three long, Entry Island is home to a
population of around 130: the wealthiest of which has just been
discovered murdered.
The Lewis man
A body is recovered from a peat bog on the Isle of Lewis. The male
Caucasian corpse is initially believed by its finders to be over 2000 years
old, until they spot the Elvis tattoo on his right arm. The body, it
transpires, is not evidence of an ancient ritual killing, but of a murder
committed during the latter half of the 20th century.

May, Peter

Miller, Madeline

Mills, Mark

Circe
In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a
daughter is born. But Circe has neither the look nor the voice of divinity,
and is scorned and rejected by her kin. Increasingly isolated, she turns to
mortals for companionship, leading her to discover a power forbidden to
the gods: witchcraft. When love drives Circe to cast a dark spell, wrathful
Zeus banishes her to the remote island of Aiaia. There she learns to
harness her occult craft, drawing strength from nature. But she will not
always be alone; many are destined to pass through Circe's place of exile,
entwining their fates with hers.
House of the hanged
France, 1935. At the poor man's end of the Riviera sits Le Rayol, a haven
for artists, expatriates and refugees. Here, a world away from the
rumblings of a continent heading towards war, Tom Nash has rebuilt his
life after a turbulent career in the Secret Intelligence Service. His past,
though, is less willing to leave him behind.

Mina, Denise

Mitchell, Judith Clare

The long drop
William Watt wants answers about his family's murder. Peter Manuel has
them. But Peter Manuel is a liar. William Watt is an ordinary
businessman, a fool, a social climber. Peter Manuel is a famous liar, a
rapist, a criminal. He claims he can get hold of the gun used to murder
Watt's family. One December night in 1957, Watt meets Manuel in a
Glasgow bar to find out what he knows.
A reunion of ghosts
In the waning days of 1999, the Alter sisters - Lady, Vee, and Delph finalise their plans to end their lives. Their reasons are not their's alone;
they are the last in a long line of Alters who have killed themselves. As
they gather in the ancestral Upper West Side apartment to close the
circle of the Alter curse, an epic story about four generations of one
family - inspired in part by the troubled life of German-Jewish Fritz Haber,
Nobel Prize winner and inventor of chlorine gas - unfolds.

Morais, Richard

The hundred-foot journey
The story of Hassan Haji, a boy from Mumbai who embarks, along with
his boisterous family, on a picaresque journey first to London and then
across Europe, before they ultimately open a restaurant opposite a
famous chef, Madame Mallory, in the remote French village of Lumiere.
A culinary war ensues.

Moriarty, Liane

The husband's secret
Imagine your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death.
Imagine, too, that the letter contains his deepest, darkest secret something with the potential to destroy not just the life you built
together, but the lives of others too. Imagine, then, that you stumble
across that letter while your husband is still very much alive!

Morris, Heather

The tattooist of Auschwitz
n 1942, Lale Sokolov arrived in Auschwitz-Birkenau. He was given the job
of tattooing the prisoners marked for survival - scratching numbers into
his fellow victims' arms in indelible ink to create what would become one
of the most potent symbols of the Holocaust. Waiting in line to be
tattooed, terrified and shaking, was a young girl. For Lale - a dandy, a jackthe-lad, a bit of a chancer - it was love at first sight. And he was
determined not only to survive himself, but to ensure this woman, Gita,
did, too.
The fortunate brother
The fortunate brother is a dark, atmospheric and compelling novel about
the aftermath of a murder in a claustrophobic rural community in
Newfoundland.

Morrissey, Donna

Moss, Sarah

Names for the sea: strangers in Iceland
A compelling account of novelist Sarah Moss's extraordinary year living in
Iceland - the year the Volcano erupted, and the banks crashed.

Myant, Maureen

The search
While examining the devastating effects of war on ordinary families, 'The
Search' provides an exploration of fear and loss, and of the bond
between parents and children.

Naughtie, James

The madness of July
Will Flemyng was a spy who turned to politics and is rising to the top in
the 1970s. But when a bizarre death, on one hot summer day in London,
starts to unravel some of the most sensitive secrets of his government,
he's drawn back into the shadows of the Cold War and begins to dance
with danger once more. Buffeted by political forces and the powerful
women around him, and caught in interlocking mysteries he must
disentangle, Flemyng faces his vulnerability and learns, through betrayal
and tragedy, more truth about his world than he has ever known.

Nemirovsky, Irene

Suite Française
Suite Francaise is a lost masterpiece written in World War II France,
telling the spellbinding story of a group of characters living under Nazi
occupation.

Ng, Celeste

Everything I never told you
Lydia is the favourite child of Marilyn and James Lee; a girl who inherited
her mother's bright blue eyes and her father's jet-black hair. Her parents
are determined that Lydia will fulfill the dreams they were unable to
pursue - in Marilyn's case that her daughter become a doctor rather than
a homemaker, in James's case that Lydia be popular at school, a girl with
a busy social life and the centre of every party. But Lydia is under
pressures that have nothing to do with growing up in 1970s small town
Ohio. When Lydia's body is found in the local lake, James is consumed by
guilt and sets out on a reckless path that may destroy his marriage.

Ning, Tie

The bathing women
Sisters Tiao and Fan grew up in the shadow of the Cultural Revolution
where they witnessed ritual humiliation and suffering. They also
witnessed the death of their baby sister in a tragic accident. It was an
accident they could have prevented; an accident that will stay with them
forever.

Obama, Barak

Dreams from my father: a story of race and inheritance
In this memoir written at the age of 33, Barack Obama, son of a black
African father and a white American mother, describes the search for
meaning in his life as a black American.

O'Donnell, Lisa

The death of bees
Glasgow, Christmas Eve 2006, and 15-year-old Marnie and her little sister
Nelly have just finished burying her parents in the back garden. Only
Marnie and Nelly know how they got there. As the year ends and another
one begins, the sisters' friends, their neighbours and the authorities
gradually start to ask questions.

O'Farrell, Maggie

I am, I am, I am : seventeen brushes with death
Maggie O'Farrell's electric and shocking memoir of the near death
experiences that have punctuated her life. A childhood illness she was
not expected to survive. A teenage yearning to escape that nearly ended
in disaster. A terrifying encounter on a remote path. A mismanaged
labour in an understaffed hospital. This is a memoir with a difference:
seventeen encounters with Maggie at different ages, in different
locations, reveal to us a whole life in a series of tense, visceral snapshots.

O'Farrell, Maggie

Instructions for a heatwave
London, July 1976. It hasn't rained for months, and Robert Riordan tells
his wife Gretta that he's going round the corner to buy a newspaper. He
doesn't come back. The search for Robert brings Gretta's children - two
estranged sisters and a brother on the brink of divorce - back home, each
with different ideas as to where their father might have gone. None of
them suspects that their mother might have an explanation that even
now she cannot share.

O’Hagan, Andrew

Be near me
In a small Scottish parish, an English priest is stalked by the fear of
scandal, class hatred and lost ideals. As he looks back on his childhood,
Father David begins to reconsider the central events of his life, and to see
what may have happened to the political hopes of his generation.

Oksanen, Sofi

Purge
Old Aliide Truu lives alone in a cottage in the woods, pestered by flies she
wishes would just leave her in peace. Her isolation is interrupted when
she spies a young women under a tree in her garden. The girl is strange,
arriving in the middle of the night, bruised dirty and shoeless. Aliide
decides to take her in.

Oksanen, Sofi

When the doves disappeared
1941: In Communist-ruled, war-ravaged Estonia, two men have deserted
the Red Army - Roland, a fiercely principled freedom fighter, and his
slippery cousin Edgar. When the Germans arrive, Roland goes into hiding,
while Edgar abandons his unhappy wife, Juudit, and takes on a new
identity as a loyal supporter of the Nazi regime. 1963: Estonia is again
under Communist control, independence even further out of reach
behind the Iron Curtain. Edgar is now a Soviet apparatchik, desperate to
hide the secrets of his past life and stay close to those in power. But his
fate remains entangled with Roland's, and with Juudit, who may hold the
key to uncovering the truth

Orwell, George

Nineteen eighty four
Newspeak, Doublethink, Big Brother, the Thought Police - the vocabulary
of George Orwell's classic political satire, 'Nineteen Eighty-Four', has
passed into the English language, symbolising the horrors of
totalitarianism.

Oswald, James

Natural causes
A young girl's mutilated body is discovered in a sealed room. Her remains
are carefully arranged, in what seems to have been a cruel and macabre
ritual, which appears to have taken place over 60 years ago. For
Detective Inspector Tony McLean this baffling cold case ought to be a low
priority, but he is haunted by the young victim.

Ozeki, Ruth

A tale for the time being
Ruth discovers a Hello Kitty lunchbox washed up on the shore of her
beach home. Within it lies a diary that expresses the hopes and dreams
of a young girl. She suspects it might have arrived on a drift of debris
from the 2011 tsunami. With every turn of the page, she is sucked deeper
into an enchanting mystery.

Paris, B.A.

The breakdown
If you can't trust yourself, who can you trust? It all started that night in
the woods. Cass Anderson didn't stop to help the woman in the car, and
now that woman is dead. Ever since, silent calls have been plaguing Cass
and she's sure someone is watching her every move. It doesn't help that
she's forgetting everything, too. Where she left the car, if she took her
pills, the house alarm code - and whether the knife in the kitchen really
had blood on it.

Paulson-Ellis, Mary

The other Mrs Walker
In a freezing, desolate Edinburgh flat an old woman takes her last breath
surrounded by the few objects she has accrued over a lifetime: an
emerald dress, a brazil nut engraved with the ten commandments - and
six orange pips sucked dry. Meanwhile, guided by the flip of a coin,
Margaret Penny arrives back at her old family home, escaping a life in
London recently turned to ash. Faced with relying on a resentful mother
she has never really known, Margaret soon finds herself employed by the
Office for Lost People, tasked with finding the families of the dead: the
neglected, the abandoned, the lost. Her instructions are to uncover
paperwork, yet the only thing Mrs Walker, the old woman in her current
case, left behind is a series of peculiar objects. But in the end it is these
objects that will unravel Mrs Walker's real story.

Pendziwol, Jean

The lightkeeper's daughters
Elizabeth's eyes have failed. She can no longer read the books she loves
or see the paintings that move her, but her mind remains sharp and
music fills the vacancy left by her blindness. When her father's journals
are discovered on a shipwrecked boat, she enlists the help of a
delinquent teen, Morgan, to read to her. As an unlikely friendship grows.

Penney, Stef

The invisible ones
Set in the 1980s in rural southern England, Stef Penney's eagerly awaited
second novel is a darkly compelling mystery about a gypsy family dogged
by misfortune.

Peréz-Reverte, Arturo

The fencing master
Jaime Astarloa is distracted from his orderly life by the arrival of Adela de
Otero. Having been persuaded to teach the mysterious young lady the
finer skills of fencing, Jaime soon finds himself falling in love with his
talented pupil.

Perry, Anne

A Christmas homecoming
During a bitter snowstorm, a mysterious stranger descends on the
Netheridges' country home in Whitby, where a group of renowned actors
have gathered to prepare a Boxing Day production of Dracula. There, the
unknown Mr Ballin is brutally murdered. Caroline Fielding begins to
investigate the circumstances surrounding the murder.

Picoult, Jodi

Small great things
When a newborn baby dies after a routine hospital procedure, there is no
doubt about who will be held responsible: the nurse who had been
banned from looking after him by his father. What the nurse, her lawyer
and the father of the child cannot know is how this death will irrevocably
change all of their lives, in ways both expected and not.

Picoult, Jodi

The storyteller
After a tragic accident which left her deeply scarred, Sage Singer
retreated into herself, allowing her guilt to govern her life. When she
befriends kindly retired teacher Josef, it seems that life has finally offered
her a chance of healing. But the gentle man Sage thinks she knows is in
fact hiding a terrible secret. Josef was an SS officer during the Holocaust
and now he wishes to die - and he wants Sage to help him.

Polisensky, Diane

Whitewashed jacarandas
Whitewashed jacarandas is a remarkably detailed tour de force
portraying life in a tough gold mining community in Southern Rhodesia
from 1946.

Pollen, Bella

The summer of the bear
It is the summer of 1979. A tamed brown bear finds himself tempted by
the lure of freedom and the wild open sea. Meanwhile a grieving, broken
family arrive on a windswept island in the Outer Hebrides, looking for the
time and space to understand the strange, bewildering events that led to
the loss of their husband and father.

Quick, Matthew

The silver linings playbook
The silver linings playbook is the riotous and poignant story of how one
man regains his memory and comes to terms with the magnitude of his
wife's betrayal.

Rhodes, Pamela

Bobby on the beat
Back in 1950 Patricia Crayton became one of the first policewomen in the
country. But the force's new female recruits faced a sceptical public in
rural Yorkshire and even before they stepped out on the beat there were
the prejudices of older male officers to overcome. Yet from the first, Pat
was thrust into the front line.

Roberts, Nora

The search
Other than her work, Fiona doesn't ask for much: the peace of the
landscape, the companionship of her dogs, the safe haven of friends and
family. Romantic entanglements are very far down on her list - and
certainly not with artist Simon Doyle. But he doesn't know that Fiona
harbours a terrible secret.

Robertson, Craig

Cold grave
Even the coldest case will eventually crack. November 1993. A young
man and woman walk across ice to the island of Inchmahome. Only the
man comes back. In the spring the unidentifiable remains of the body of a
girl, her skull crushed, are discovered. Detective Alan Narey is still
haunted by the unsolved crime.

Robertson, James

Joseph Knight
Exiled to Jamaica in 1746, Sir John Wedderburn made a fortune,
returning to Scotland with Joseph Knight, a black slave. Now, in 1802, Sir
John is settling his estate, and wants to find his former slave. Can old
wounds that once touched the heart of Scottish law ever heal?

Rodriguez, Deborah

The little coffee shop of Kabul
In a little coffee shop in one of the most dangerous places on earth, five
very different women come together. As these women discover there's
more to one another than meets the eye, they form a unique bond that
will for ever change their lives and the lives of many others.

Rooney, Sally

Normal people
Connell and Marianne grow up in the same small town in the west of
Ireland, but the similarities end there. In school, Connell is popular and
well-liked, while Marianne is a loner. But when the two strike up a
conversation - awkward but electrifying - something life-changing begins.

Rowling, J.K.

The casual vacancy
When Barry Fairbrother dies unexpectedly in his early 40s, the little town
of Pagford is left in shock. The empty seat left by Barry on the parish
council soon becomes the catalyst for the biggest war the town has ever
seen. Who will triumph in an election fraught with passion, duplicity and
unexpected revelations?

Rusbridge, Jane

The devil's music
A haunting, lyrical story of love, betrayal, and family secrets buried in the
shifting landscape of memory.

Rush, Christopher

Hellfire and herring
Hellfire and herring gives a vivid account of the author's upbringing in the
1940s and 1950s in the little fishing village of St Monans. Rush returns
decades later to rediscover his childhood, and offers a frank account of
how it was for him.

Sansom, C.J.

Dissolution
Henry VIII has ordered the dissolution of the monasteries and England is
full of informers. At the monastery of Scarnsea events have spiralled out
of control with the murder of Commissioner Robin Singleton. Matthew
Shardlake, a lawyer, and his assistant are sent to investigate.

Sansom, C.J.

Dark fire
1540. Shardlake has been pulled, against his better judgement, into
defending Elizabeth Wentworth, charged with murdering her cousin. He
is powerless to help the girl, yet she is suddenly given a reprieve courtesy of Cromwell. The cost of the reprieve to Shardlake is two weeks
once again in his service.

Sebold, Alice

The almost moon
Unfolding over 24 hours, this novel explores the ties between mothers
and daughters, wives and lovers, the meaning of devotion and the line
between love and hate.

Seddon, Holly

Try not to breathe
Alex is sinking. Slowly but surely, she's cut herself off from everything but
her one true love - drink. Until she's forced to write a piece about a coma
ward, where she meets Amy. Amy is lost. When she was 15, she was
attacked and left for dead in a park not far from her house. Her attacker
was never found. Since then, she has drifted in a lonely, timeless place.
She's as good as dead, but not even her doctors are sure how much she
understands. Alex and Amy grew up in the same suburbs, played the
same music, flirted with the same boys. And as Alex begins to investigate
the attack, she opens the door to the same danger that has left Amy in a
coma.

Seierstad, Asne

The bookseller of Kabul
In the spring of 2002, journalist Åsne Seierstad went to Afghanistan to
live with a family for several months. Here she reveals her experiences,
telling the story of Sultan Khan - who defied the authorities for 20 years
to supply books to the people of Kabul - and his family.

Sexton, Sue Reid

Writing on the road : campervan love and the joy of solitude
This book is not just funny (or sad) stories of campervan trips in Scotland;
it is not just 'Zen and the art of campervan maintenance' (with stories of
sweetness and light that will entertain or make you cry); and it is not just
nature writing (with observations of wildlife in the western Scottish
Highlands).

Shaffer, Mary Ann & Burrows, The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society
Annie
It's January, 1946, and writer Juliet Ashton sits at her desk, vainly seeking

a subject for her next book. Out of the blue, she receives a letter from
one Dawsey Adams of Guernsey - by chance, he's acquired a secondhand
book that once belonged to Juliet - and, spurred on by their mutual love
of Charles Lamb, they begin a correspondence.

Shriver, Lionel

We need to talk about Kevin
Who is to blame for teenage atrocity? Narrator Eva Khatchadourian's son,
Kevin, murdered seven of his fellow high school students, a cafeteria
worker, and the much-loved teacher who tried to befriend him. This
novel is an examination of the effect tragedy has on a town, a marriage
and a family.

Sittenfeld, Curtis

Sisterland
For identical twins, Kate and Violet are about as unlike as two peas from
the same pod can be. Except in one respect - they share a hidden gift
they call 'the Senses', a special kind of intuition that can allow them to
see things that are yet to come. After Kate inadvertently reveals their
secret when they are thirteen years old, they are set on diverging paths
into their adult lives. Twenty years later Kate is a suburban housewife
who suppresses her premonitions in the hope of leading a normal family
life, while Violet lives alone and works as a psychic medium.

Smith, Ali

Public library and other stories
Why are books so very powerful? What do the books we've read over our
lives - our own personal libraries - make of us? What does the unravelling
of our tradition of public libraries, so hard-won but now in jeopardy, say
about us? The stories in Ali Smith's new collection are about what we do
with books and what they do with us: how they travel with us; how they
shock us, change us, challenge us, banish time while making us older,
wiser and ageless all at once; how they remind us to pay attention to the
world we make.

Smith, Betty

A tree grows in Brooklyn
Francie Nolan is a Brooklyn girl with a Brooklyn name and a Brooklyn
accent. Her family are brave, devoted immigrants, struggling to survive
and rise above the squalor, poverty and violence that surround their
tenement home.

Smith, Dodie

I capture the castle
This is the diary of Cassandra Mortmain, which tells of her extraordinary
family and their crumbling castle home. Cassandra's father was once a
famous writer, but now he mainly reads detective novels while his family
slide into genteel poverty. Her sister Rose is bored and beautiful, and
desperate to marry riches. Their step-mother Topaz has habit of striding
through the countryside wearing only her wellington boots. But all their
lives will be soon be transformed by the arrival of new neighbours from
America, and Cassandra finds herself falling in love...

Spark, Muriel

The driver's seat
Lise is driven to distraction by her office job so, leaving everything, she
flies south on holiday. But what is she looking for? Infinity and eternity
attend Lise's last terrible day in an unnamed southern city.

Spark, Muriel

The girls of slender means
In a Kensington hostel towards the end of World War 2, a group of wellbred, but impecunious young women, are leading lives of ritual
femininity. All is well until their interlude of innocence is destroyed by the
horror of the times.

Stedman, M.L.

The light between oceans
Would you accept a chance for happiness even if it wasn't yours to have?
This is a story about a lighthouse keeper and his wife, who live on a lonely
island with just seagulls, stars and buffeting winds for company. It's a
story about right and wrong, and how sometimes they look the same.

Stephen, S.M.O.

The collector's daughter: the untold Burrell Story
This memoir is a fascinating insight into the secretive Burrell family, and
into the life of a remarkable woman whose story is now told for the first
time.

Steven, Kenneth

The well of the north wind
Fian has been adopted by monks on the west coast of Ireland. However,
the young boy's fine drawings in the sand soon take him to the Isle of
Iona to work on the Book of Kells - that great treasure of the Celts - in the
last days of Columba. Fian befriends the monks, and though never quite
becoming one of them, he grows into their world and is caught up in their
stories. One day he falls in love, and in the joy and anguish that follows,
he wrestles with faith and embarks on the long journey to discover his
true self.
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
This dark psychological fantasy is more than a moral tale. It is also a
product of its time, drawing on contemporary theories of class, evolution
and criminality and the secret lives behind Victorian propriety, to create a
unique form of urban Gothic.

Stevenson, R.L.

Stewart, Mary

The Gabriel hounds
When the Gabriel hounds run howling over the crumbling palace of Der
Ibrahim in the Lebanon, someone will shortly die. Lady Harriet lives alone
in decaying splendor, when her isolation is broken by Christy Mansel and
her cousin, who soon find the legend of the hounds is frighteningly real.

Stockett, Kathryn

The help
Aibileen is a black maid, raising her 17th white child, but with a bitter
heart after the death of her son. Minny is the sassiest woman in
Mississippi. Skeeter is a white woman with a degree but no ring on her
finger. Seemingly as different as can be, these women will come together
for a clandestine project that will put them all at risk.

Strout, Elizabeth

My name is Lucy Barton
A mother comes to visit her daughter in hospital after having not seen
her in many years. Her unexpected visit forces Lucy to confront her past,
uncovering long-buried memories of a profoundly impoverished
childhood; and her present, as the facade of her new life in New York
begins to crumble, awakening her to the reality of her faltering marriage
and her unsteady journey towards becoming a writer. From Lucy's
hospital bed, we are drawn ever more deeply into the emotional
complexity of family life, the inescapable power of the past, and the
memories - however painful - that bind a family together.

Strout, Elizabeth

Olive Ketteridge
Elizabeth Strout gives us 13 narratives centred on a singular and
formidable heroine, Olive Kitteridge.

Talbot, Theresa

Penance
TV journalist and media darling Oonagh O Neil faces danger and chaos
when an elderly priest dies on the altar of his Glasgow church. His death
comes as she is about to expose the shocking truth behind the closure of
a Magdalene Institution. The Church has already tried to suppress the
story. Is someone also covering their tracks?

Tartt, Donna

The goldfinch
Aged 13, Theo Decker, son of a devoted mother and a reckless, largely
absent father, survives an accident that otherwise tears his life apart.
Alone and rudderless in New York, he is taken in by the family of a
wealthy friend. He is tormented by an unbearable longing for his mother,
and down the years clings to one thing that reminds him of her: a small,
strangely captivating painting that ultimately draws him into the criminal
underworld.
Surviving Brigitte's secrets: a holocaust survivor. Her daughter. Two
traumatic journeys
It has always been easy for Saskia to tell her mother’s remarkable story.
In 1938, when Brigitte Langer is 23, the Nazis claim the Sudetenland and
she is labelled a Mischling (mixed race) Jew of the 1st Degree.
Courageous and resourceful, she escapes the ultimate fate that awaited
so many other unfortunates, only to end up at the mercy of the
revengeful Czechs at the end of WW2.
By 1954, when Saskia is born, entering into a marriage of convenience
seems to be the only means to leave the Valka Refugee Camp in
Nurnberg. The long awaited emigration to Great Britain in 1961 finally
promises security and hope for her newly formed family. Yet, as she
begins the second part of her journey, Brigitte’s repressed past is never
far behind her.

Tepe, Saskia

Tey, Josephine

The Franchise affair
Marion Sharpe and her mother seem an unlikely duo to be found on the
wrong side of the law. But Betty Kane accuses them of kidnap and abuse
in their country home, The Franchise. It takes Robert Blair, solicitor
turned amateur detective, to solve the mystery that lies at the heart of
The Franchise Affair.

Thomas, Rosie

Daughter of the house
1919. The Great War is over and London lies on the brink of an uncertain
future. With the misery and horror of war in the past, hope begins to
emerge for the women who have waited at home, as for the first time,
they have taken steps towards political, economic and personal
independence. But the men who fought and survived the trenches
believe the future is theirs by right, and any woman who has celebrated
her freedom must now redouble her efforts to keep it.

Thomas, Rosie

The Kashmir shawl
Newlywed Nerys Watkins leaves rural Wales for the first time in her life,
to accompany her husband on a missionary posting to India. As war
engulfs Europe, the Watkins are in remote Ladahk, high up in the
Himalayas. Nerys is lonely, but she makes a glamorous new friend, Myrtle
McMinn, who introduces her to the lakeside city of Srinagar.

Thompson, Alice

The book collector
Alice Thompson's novel is a Gothic story of book collecting, mutilation,
and madness. Violet is obsessed with the books of fairy tales her husband
acquires, but her growing delusions see her confined in an asylum. As she
recovers and is realead a terrifying series of events is unleashed.

Thynne, Jane

Black roses
Berlin, 1933. Clara Vine, an attractive young Anglo-German actress,
arrives in Berlin to find work at the famous Ufa studios. Through a chance
meeting, she is drawn into a circle of Nazi wives, among them Magda
Goebbels, Anneliese von Ribbentrop and Goering's girlfriend Emmy
Sonnemann. As part of his plan to create a new pure German race, Hitler
wants to make sweeping changes to the lives of women. Then she meets
Leo Quinn who is working for British intelligence and who sees Clara as
the perfect recruit to spy on her new elite friends.

Tóibín, Colm

Brooklyn
In a small town in the south-east of Ireland in the 1950s, Eilis Lacey is
among many of her generation who cannot find work at home. So when
she is offered a job in America, she leaves her family to start a new life in
Brooklyn, New York.

Tóibín, Colm

Nora Webster
It is the 1960s and Nora Webster is living with her two young sons in a
small town on the east coast of Ireland. The love of her life, Maurice, has
just died so she must work out how to forge a new life for herself. As
Nora returns to memories of the happiness of her early marriage,
something more painful begins to intrude: memories of her own mother
and what brought about the terrifying distance between them.

Tomalin, Claire

Samuel Pepys: the unequalled self
A full-scale biography of naval administrator Samuel Pepys, who was wellknown for being the friend of the famous and powerful. This text, which
draws on Pepys' own personal diary, covers his childhood and young
adulthood. It goes beyond the source material to explore the inner man.

Towles, Amor

A gentleman in Moscow
On 21 June 1922, Count Alexander Rostov – recipient of the Order of
Saint Andrew, member of the Jockey Club, Master of the Hunt – is
escorted out of the Kremlin, across Red Square and through the elegant
revolving doors of the Hotel Metropol. Deemed an unrepentant
aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the Count has been sentenced to house
arrest indefinitely. But instead of his usual suite, he must now live in an
attic room while Russia undergoes decades of tumultuous upheaval.

Townsend, Sue

The woman who went to bed for a year
The woman who went to bed for a year is a funny and touching novel
about what happens when someone stops being the person everyone
wants them to be.

Tremain, Rose

Restoration
Robert Merivel abandons his studies to revel in gluttony, indolence and
buffoonery at the Court of King Charles II. He is banished from Court after
falling in love with the youngest royal mistress.

Tremain, Rose

Trespass
Set among the hills and gorges of the Cevennes, the dark and beautiful
heartland of southern France, 'Trespass' is a novel about disputed
territory, sibling love and devastating revenge.

Trevor, William

Last stories
In this final collection of ten exquisite, perceptive and profound stories,
William Trevor probes into the depths of the human spirit. Here we
encounter a tutor and his pupil, whose lives are thrown into turmoil
when they meet again years later; a young girl who discovers the mother
she believed dead is alive and well; and a piano-teacher who accepts her
pupil's theft in exchange for his beautiful music.

Tyler, Anne

A spool of blue thread
'It was a beautiful, breezy, yellow-and-green afternoon'. This is the way
Abby Whitshank always begins the story of how she and Red fell in love
that day in July 1959. The whole family on the porch, relaxed, halflistening as their mother tells the same tale they have heard so many
times before. And yet this gathering is different. Abby and Red are getting
older, and decisions must be made about how best to look after them
and their beloved family home. From that porch we spool back through
three generations of the Whitshanks, witnessing the events, secrets and
unguarded moments that have come to define who and what they are.

Tyler, Anne

The beginner's goodbye
The accident that killed Dorothy - involving an oak tree, a sun porch and
some elusive biscuits - leaves Aaron bereft and the house a wreck.
However when she comes back from the dead, the cracks that reappear
in their marriage are a poignant reminder that life may move on, but
some things will forever remain the same.

Updike, John

The widows of Eastwick
More than three decades have passed since the three divorcees Alexandra, Jane and Sukie - left town, remarried, and became widows.
They cope with their grief and solitude as widows do: they travel the
world to exotic lands such as Canada, China and Egypt and renew old
acquaintances. And then, one summer, they decide to go back to
Eastwick.
The cut out girl: a story of war and family, lost and found
Little Lien wasn't taken from her Jewish parents in the Hague - she was
given away in the hope that she might be saved. Hidden and raised by a
foster family in the provinces during the Nazi occupation, she survived
the war only to find that her real parents had not. Much later, she fell out
with her foster family, and Bart van Es - the grandson of Lien's foster
parents - knew he needed to find out why.

Van Es, Bart

Verghese, Abraham

Cutting for stone
The unforgettable story of twin brothers born in Ethiopia of the secret
union between a beautiful Indian nun and a British doctor, and the
choices each of them must face as they grow to manhood.

Vickers, Salley

The cleaner of Chartres
Salley Vickers, author of the bestselling 'Miss Garnet's Angel' and winner
of the IMPAC Dublin award in 2007, tells the beautifully beguiling tale of
a young woman who brings healing to the French town of Chartres, only
to find her own redemption among its community of lost souls.

Vickers, Salley

The librarian
Sylvia Blackwell, a young woman in her twenties, moves to East Mole, a
quaint market town in middle England, to start a new job as a children's
librarian. But the apparently pleasant town is not all it seems. Sylvia falls
in love with an older man - but it's her connection to his precocious
young daughter and her neighbours' son which will change her life and
put them, the library and her job under threat. How does the library alter
the young children's lives and how do the children fare as a result of the
books Sylvia introduces them to?

Walters, Minette

The shape of snakes
November 1978 - Britain is on strike. The dead lie unburied, rubbish piles
in the streets and somewhere in West London a black woman dies in a
rain-soaked gutter. Her passing would have gone unmourned but for the
young woman who finds her and who believes - apparently against
reason - that Annie was murdered.

Wark, Kirsty

The legacy of Elizabeth Pringle
Seemingly on a whim, 95-year-old Elizabeth Pringle bequeaths Homelea,
her beloved house on Arran, to a woman she has never met. As a young
woman comes take up Homelea she slowly unlocks the mysteries and
heartbreaking secrets of Elizabeth Pringle's true legacy, in a multigenerational story of love and belonging.

Waters, Sarah

The paying guests
There came the splash of water and the rub of heels as Mrs Barber
stepped into the tub. After that there was a silence, broken only by the
occasional echoey plink of drips from the tap. Frances had been picturing
her lodgers in purely mercenary terms - as something like two great
waddling shillings. But this, she thought, was what it really meant to have
paying guests: this odd, unintimate proximity, this rather peeled-back
moment, where the only thing between herself and a naked Mrs Barber
was a few feet of kitchen and a thin scullery door. An image sprang into
her head: that round flesh, crimsoning in the heat.

Watson, S.J.

Before I go to sleep
Memories define us. So what if you lost yours every time you went to
sleep? Your name, your identity, your past, even the people you love - all
forgotten overnight. And the one person you trust may only be telling
you half the story. Welcome to Christine's life.

Westover, Tara

Educated
Tara Westover and her family grew up preparing for the End of Days but,
according to the government, she didn’t exist. She hadn’t been registered
for a birth certificate. She had no school records because she’d never set
foot in a classroom, and no medical records because her father didn’t
believe in hospitals. As she grew older, her father became more radical
and her brother more violent. At sixteen, Tara knew she had to leave
home. In doing so she discovered both the transformative power of
education, and the price she had to pay for it.

Whitaker, Robert

The mapmaker's wife: a true tale of love, murder and survival in the
Amazon
Drawing on writings of French mapmakers, as well as his own experience
retracing Isabel Grameson's journey in search of the man she loved,
Whitaker weaves a tale rich in adventure against the backdrop of what is
regarded by many as 'the greatest expedition the world has ever known'.

Whitehead, Colson

The underground railroad
Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. All the slaves lead a
hellish existence, but Cora has it worse than most; she is an outcast even
among her fellow Africans and she is approaching womanhood, where it
is clear even greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a slave recently arrived
from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they take the
perilous decision to escape to the North.

Williams, Susan

The colour bar: the triumph of Seretse Khama and his nation
London 1945: the heir to the largest tribe of Bechuanaland (later
Botswana) arrives in Britain. Seretse Khama, an urbane 24-year-old was
welcomed into the elite world of Oxford. But when he fell in love with
Englishwoman Ruth Williams, the full force of colonial power was
brought to bear to prevent their marriage.

Williams, Shirley

Climbing the bookshelves
Shirley Williams was born to politics. As well as being influenced by her
mother, Vera Brittian, her father George Caitlin, a leading political
scientist, encouraged his daughter to have high ambitions for herself.

Wilson, Laura

The wrong girl
In 2006, three-year-old Phoebe Piper went missing on a family holiday.
Despite massive publicity and a long investigation, no trace of her was
ever found. Seven years later, Molly Jackson, aged ten and recently
uprooted to a Norfolk village, finds her great uncle Dan dead in his bed.
Molly remembers nothing of her early years, but she's been sure for ages
that she is Phoebe. Everything in her life points to it and now, finally, she
has proof ...

Winman, Sarah

Tin man
This novel begins with a painting won in a raffle: 15 sunflowers, hung on
the wall by a woman who believes that men and boys are capable of
beautiful things. And then there are two boys, Ellis and Michael, who are
inseparable. And the boys become men, and then Annie walks into their
lives, and it changes nothing and everything.

Winman, Sarah

A year of marvellous ways
The 2nd novel from the author of When God was a rabbit, which was the
third biggest selling debut of 2011, now in paperback. A life-affirming tale
about an 89 year old woman who encounters a young soldier who's been
traumatised by WWII.

Winman, Sara

When God was a rabbit
This novel is a mesmerising portrait of childhood and growing up; the loss
of innocence, eccentricity and familial bonds. Stripped down to its bare
bones, it's the story of the unbreakable bond between a brother and
sister.

Winton, Tina

Eyrie
Tom Keely has lost his bearings. His reputation in ruins, he finds himself
holed up in a flat at the top of a grim high-rise, looking down on the
world he's fallen out of love with. He has cut himself off and intends to
keep it that way, until one day he runs into some neighbours: a woman
from his past and her introverted young boy. The encounter shakes him
up in a way he doesn't understand and, despite himself, he lets them in.
But the pair come trailing a dangerous past of their own, and he is soon
immersed in a world that threatens to destroy everything he has learnt to
love.

Wood, Monica

The one-in-a-million boy
Miss Ona Vitkus has - aside from three months in the summer of 1914 lived unobtrusively, her secrets fiercely protected. The boy, with his
passion for world records, changes all that. He is 11. She is 104 years, 133
days old (they are counting). And he makes her feel like she might be
really special after all. Better late than never - only it's been two weeks
now since he last visited, and she's starting to think he's not so different
from all the rest. Then the boy's father comes, for some reason
determined to finish his son's good deed. And Ona must show this new
stranger that not only are there odd jobs to be done, but a life's ambition
to complete.

Wyatt, Olly

The democrat
When the radical lawyer, Thomas Muir, discovers that his innocent clients
are being convicted as state policy, he strives to represent them
politically. But revealing the establishment to be corrupt leaves his own
freedoms under attack and with his soul mate - an exiled client - he's
thrown into a perilous ocean odyssey pursued by the British government,
its navy and its allies.

Yousafzai, Malala

I am Malala: the girl who stood up for education and was shot by the
Taliban
'I am Malala' tells the inspiring story of a schoolgirl who was determined
not to be intimidated by extremists, and faced the Taliban with immense
courage. Malala speaks of her continuing campaign for every girl's right
to an education, shining a light into the lives of those children who
cannot attend school.
Voices behind closed doors: Baghdad
Rami's exceptional talent for writing was discovered at a young age by his
Arabic teacher. Growing up in the early nineteen sixties in Baghdad, in
what was once a magnificent city, brought its diversity of challenges. In
the midst of all this there was always time for romance and smiles.
Baghdad inspired many writers and poets and was dubbed the most
romantic city in the world.

Zablok, Bob
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