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Welcome
Doors Open Days is Scotland’s largest free annual celebration of heritage and 
built environment. It is coordinated nationally by the Scottish Civic Trust and 
runs throughout September as part of European Heritage Days and Scottish 
Archaeology month, supported by Historic Environment Scotland. For more 
information see www.doorsopendays.org.uk
This year Doors Open Day is celebrating its 30th year, and East Dunbartonshire 
its 21st year, participating in a day of celebration of local architecture and 
cultural heritage. 
Doors Open Day allows free access to over 1000 venues across Scotland 
including sites of historic, cultural, architectural and community interest; 
opening up buildings and heritage collections not normally accessible to the 
public. 
East Dunbartonshire’s events have been arranged in partnership with the 
East Dunbartonshire Heritage and History Forum and this year’s programme 
features a vast array of interesting buildings, events, tours, walks and activities 
to enjoy all in one day!

#dodscot30
www.scottishcivictrust.org
https://www.edlc.co.uk/heritage-arts

For events bookable via Eventbrite visit www.EDLCCulture.eventbrite.com (or 
search through Eventbrite for the event for which you wish to book)

 

For further information please 
contact:
East Dunbartonshire Leisure & 
Culture Trust, 
Kirkintilloch Town Hall,
Union Street, 
Kirkintilloch, G66 1DH
Phone: 0141 777 3143
E-mail: 
culture@eastdunbarton.gov.uk

East Dunbartonshire
Heritage & History Forum

All Doors Open Day 
activities are FREE!
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SATURDAY  
7 SEPTEMBER
BEARSDEN 

Image: 
Bearsden Baptist Church 

Image:
Bearsden library

House History

BEARSDEN BAPTIST CHURCH

Originally Maxholme House (1872) and 
part of the Antonine Wall (UNESCO world 
heritage site), the church is situated near to 
the site of the Roman Baths. Working with 
the Antonine Wall project to develop this 
area, the church has Roman ramparts in its 
grounds. The building itself was extended 
in 2003 by Davis Duncan Architects.

On Doors Open Day the gardens will be 
open and a completed Roman mosaic will 
be available to view with the history of the 
building and gardens on display. Come 
Create - a family creative arts club - will be 
there in the afternoon. The cafe will also 
be open for people to come and enjoy the 
surroundings.

Saturday 7 September 10 – 5pm
Bearsden Baptist Church, 
14 Roman Road, Bearsden G61 2SL

BEARSDEN LIBRARY
House History Archives Open Day

Come and join us for a display of archives 
and local studies material with a house 
history theme, plus get advice on tracing 
the history of your own house. We’ll also 
have a children’s treasure hunt around the 
library. 

Saturday 7 September  12pm - 4pm

Free event, no booking required. 

Bearsden Library, 69 Drymen Road, 
Bearsden G61 3QT
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CADDER CHURCH

For over 900 years there has been a church 
on this site. The present mid-19th century 
building contains wonderful stained glass 
by Alf Webster, Sadie McLellan and others. 
The graveyard includes a mortsafe and 
watch-hut to discourage grave robbers!  
Come along and view the beautiful church 
sanctuary and stained glass windows.
All welcome. 

Saturday 7 September 10am – 4pm
Cadder Church, Cadder Road, G64 3JJ

CAWDER HOUSE & GROUNDS

The former estate of the Stirling family 
is crossed by the Antonine Wall with 
landscaped grounds, Doocot, Ice House and 
listed trees. 

The house was originally 17th century 
with the West Wing remodelled in around 
1820 by architect David Hamilton. Now the 
Club house of Cawder Golf course, it also 
contains a Roman legionary slab. 

Booking essential. Contact primrose@
torvean.u-net.com or 0141 772 1096
Meet at the canal bridge on Cadder Road. 
Walking shoes and raincoats advised. 15 
people maximum. Tour lasts two hours.

Saturday 7 September 3.30pm
Cawder Golf Club, Cadder Road, 
Bishopbriggs G64 3QD

BISHOPBRIGGS

Image: 
Cawder House,  photo - Carol Primrose

Image: 
Cawder House and Gardens Doocot,  photo - Carol Primrose

Image: 
Cadder Church,  photo - Ian Watt 
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AULD KIRK MUSEUM

Coinciding with the 49th Annual Art 
Exhibition, this year on Doors Open Day 
the Auld Kirk Museum will be having artist 
Geoff Foord as their Artist in Residence. 

Saturday 7 September 11am – 12 Noon 
and 2pm – 4pm

Auld Kirk Museum, Cowgate, Kirkintilloch 
G66 1HN

KIRKINTILLOCH

FORTH AND CLYDE CANAL 
SOCIETY

Come along to the Forth and Clyde 
Canal Society Office where there will be 
information on Canal history and heritage. 
There will also be the opportunity to take a 
short trip on one of our boats.

Please Note: There is no wheelchair 
access on the boat

Saturday 7 September 10am – 4pm
Southbank Marina, Strathkelvin Place, 
Kirkintilloch G66 1XT

Image: 
Christine Hammell

TOWN HALL
‘A CAR FOR WOMEN AND 
OTHER STORIES’

POP-UP EXHIBITION AND HERITAGE TALK 
This pop-up exhibition will be with us for 
a week so don’t miss it! The exhibition 
explores the life of Dorothée Pullinger 
and the other “girl engineers” who sought 
professional engineering training in 
Galloway during WW1. They went on to 
produce the Galloway car, described as 
“a car made by ladies for others of their 
sex”. These women were pioneers in areas 
which are still problematic for women’s 
participation today.

Exhibition dates: Monday 2 – Thursday 5, 
& Saturday 7 September
10am – 4pm
Free, drop-in event

Heritage Talk
Saturday 7 September 12.30pm
Free, Book via Eventbrite
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MADE IN KIRKINTILLOCH 
EXHIBITION Rita & Masataka

This exhibition explores the early 20th 
century life and imagery of Kirkintilloch 
born Rita Cowan and her Japanese 
husband Masataka Taketsuru. Led 
by maker, Elspeth Lamb, a group of 
participants from East Dunbartonshire 
Women’s Aid and senior pupils at 
Kirkintilloch High school, researched and 
responded to the stories and collections 
relating to Rita Cowan to make new 
heritage inspired images. Rita’s kimono, 
graphics, manga comics and photos offered 
inspiration for new ideas, explored through 
traditional Japanese techniques, such 
as Kappazuri (stencil printing), marbling 
and Japanese stab binding (a process of 
book binding). Works for the exhibition are 
highly personal explorations and include 
a folded concertina printed book realised 
by Women’s Aid participants, zines from 
students at Kirkintilloch High School and 
a specially commissioned new series of 
prints by Elspeth Lamb.
19 August – 3 October
Mondays – Thursdays, and Saturday 7 
September 10am – 4pm
Free, drop-in event

ANTIQUARIES DISPLAY

Kirkintilloch & District Society of 
Antiquaries will be providing a display of
Old Kirkintilloch photographs at the Town 
Hall on Doors Open Day. The Antiquaries 
is the local history society for Kirkintilloch. 
It was formed in 1933, with Tom Johnston 
as one of its founder members. Society 
members will be on hand throughout the 
day to answer questions about membership 
of the society and its activities. There will 
also be a small display of photographs of 
Society events. 

Saturday 7 September 
Kirkintilloch Town Hall, Union Street, 
Kirkintilloch G66 1DH

DROP-IN FAMILY ACTIVITY - 
PAPERCRAFT TOWN
Town Hall

Come along and help us recreate 
Kirkintilloch in miniature! Make your own 
interpretation of one of Kirkintilloch’s 
iconic buildings or decorate one  already 
made to help create our pop-up map of the 
local area. Suitable for all ages, children 
should be accompanied by an adult.
Saturday 7 September 11am -3pm
Free, Drop-In

Image: 
Spider bridge,  photo - Don Martin.
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THE PARK CENTRE

The Park Church was built with money 
from Kirkintilloch residents to serve the 
local community of the 1860s. Once it 
was decommissioned in the 1990s, the 
congregation joined with another local 
church to form St David’s Memorial Park 
Parish Church. 

For Doors Open Day there will be a display 
of information by a variety of local charities 
and organisations to give visitors ideas of 
local activities in which they might have 
an interest or for which they might wish to 
volunteer. There will be a tea room from 
10 – 12 noon with light refreshments.

The Park Centre, 45 Kerr Street, 
Kirkintilloch G66 1LF
Saturday 7 September 10am – 2pm

ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH

Built in 1914 this striking pink sandstone 
neo-gothic church is sited within 
Kirkintilloch Town Centre on Cowgate, next 
to the Forth and Clyde canal. The church 
has impressive stained glass windows. 
Saturday 7 September 10am – 5pm
St Mary’s Parish Church, Cowgate, 
Kirkintilloch G66 1JT

KIRKINTILLOCH
OLD AISLE CEMETERY 
(Guided walk)

A guided walk of the Old Aisle cemetery, 
describing some of the most significant 
headstones, with biographical information 
on people buried there. There will be 
contributions on individual stones by 
different members of the Kirkintilloch and 
District Society of Antiquaries. The many 
gravestones visited will include Beatrice 
Clugston (local philanthropist), Alexander 
Bain (inventor of the electric clock) and 
David Gray (local poet). 

There will also be an examination and 
description of the significant belfry at the 
entrance to the cemetery which was at one 
time occupied by local people overnight to 
watch for people trying to steal bodies for 
medical research; and a description of the 
site of the Spider Bridge which spanned 
part of the cemetery until 1987, with 
information on its history.

Guided tour of cemetery, using laid-out 
paths. No booking required.
Saturday 7 September 2pm – 3.30pm
Old Aisle Cemetery, Kirkintilloch G66 3HH
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LENNOXTOWN LIBRARY
 
To celebrate Doors Open Day this year 
Lennoxtown Library will have a display 
of old photographs featuring some of the 
magnificent buildings of Lennoxtown’s past 
including Campsie High Church and Lennox 
Castle.

Friday 6 - 20 September
(excluding Saturdays)
Lennoxtown Library, 46 Main Street, 
Lennoxtown G66 7DA

GAVIN’S MILL
 
Gavin’s Mill is an ancient Corn Mill on the 
banks of the Allander Water in Milngavie. 
It has a date stone, inset near the lower 
doors, saying 1664. The Mill was powered 
by an overshot water wheel which still 
turns today.

Activities will include mill wheel turning, an 
exhibition about Gavin’s Mill, a slide show, 
a children’s treasure hunt and guided tours 
of Gavin’s Mill. 

Optional guided tours at 11am, 1pm and 
3pm. 30 minute duration, max 12 people.
Saturday 7 September 10am – 5pm and 
Sunday 8 September 12 – 5pm

Gavin’s Mill,
Gavin’s Mill Road,
Milngavie,
Glasgow G62 6NB

LENNOXTOWN LENZIE MILNGAVIE

ST CYPRIAN’S CHURCH

St. Cyprian’s Church was the first church 
opened in Lenzie in 1873 and is part 
of the Scottish Episcopal Church. The 
architect Alexander Ross built the church 
in the traditional Victorian style with fine 
stained glass, furnishings, fabrics and an 
unusual Scottish style turret tower. The 
church has an interesting collection of 
traditional textiles – altar fronts, pulpit 
falls, vestments which will be on display on 
Doors Open Days. Visitors will also be able 
to view the church records and there will 
be a Treasure Hunt for children.

Please note the Vestry will be closed to the 
public. All welcome.

Saturday 7 September
10am – 3pm
St Cyprian’s Church,
Beech Road,
Lenzie, G66 4HN Image: Les Ireland

Image: 
Gavins Mill in Spring,

photo Liz Ibbotson
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DOUGALSTON DOOCOT

The doocot (dovecot, pigeon house) is a 
Grade 2 listed building and a prominent 
feature of the designed landscape of the 
Dougalston Estate.  It has an interesting 
exterior with about 70 masons’ marks 
to be seen and the interior, which is not 
normally accessible to the public, will be 
open for viewing the intact nest boxes.
Walking along Baldernock Rd, up the 
hill from Milngavie (beside Andiamo), 
the doocot is on the right in the field just 
beyond the junction of Baldernock Road 
and Balfleurs Street.  Assemble on the 
footpath at the last house on the right 
before the field.
Booking essential: Please book with 
Professor Paul Bishop by Friday 6 
September at paul.bishop.3@glasgow.
ac.uk or phone 0141 956 2577.

A group of 12 will visit the doocot at 
1.30pm and a group of 12 at 3pm. 
Each group will be strictly limited to 
the maximum of 12 people who have 
reserved.  
Dougalston Doocot, 
Baldernock Road, Milngavie

Image: 
Dougalston Doocot, photo Paul Bishop

MILNGAVIE WEEK – 
A HISTORY

For over 60 years the annual gala week in 
Milngavie has been a source of community 
pride and enjoyed by all. 

This exhibition traces the history of this 
colourful event from its origins in the 
mid-1960s right to the present. The 
exhibition will also highlight the activities 
of other local groups in Milngavie including 
Allander Rotary Club and the Bearsden and 
Milngavie Highland Games committee.

There will also be a quiz for children.

Saturday 7 September – 14 September  
(excluding Sunday 8)

10am – 4pm
Milngavie Town Hall,
71 Station Road,
Milngavie,
G62 8BZ 



LILLIE ART GALLERY
Behind the scenes tour

A behind the scenes tour of the Lillie Art 
Gallery stores. Come along and see this 
very special collection of Scottish Art.
Since its opening in 1962, this founding 
bequest of artworks has been evolving 
to form a collection of Scottish art dating 
from the 1880s to the present day. Over 450 
works are contained in the collection, which 
includes paintings, prints, drawings and a 
small collection of sculpture and ceramics.
A fantastic opportunity to see behind the 
scenes and into the stores.

Saturday 7 September 
2.30 - 3pm and 3.30 - 4pm
Booking Essential via Eventbrite

WESTERTON

WESTERTON LIBRARY

To celebrate Doors Open Day and Westerton 
Gala, pop into Westerton Library for a special 
Saturday opening filled with free children’s 
activities.

Saturday 7 September 
11.30am - 3pm
Westerton Library, 82 Maxwell Avenue, 
G61 1NZ
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MILNGAVIE HERITAGE WALK

“Milngavie is the child of the Allander”. 
Local historian Donald Shankland will lead 
a heritage walk along the River Allander 
in Milngavie. On route he will explain how 
Milngavie got its name and how the River 
Allander contributed to the growth of a 
small village into a thriving industrial town 
by the 19th century. The guided walk will 
include a visit to Gavin’s Mill.

Saturday 14 September 10am – 12noon 
(Please note: this event is on 14/9/19)

Booking Essential as maximum group 
number of 15.
To book phone 0141 956 3541 

Image: 
Milngavie Heritage Walk, photo Hilary Howatt



 

11

BALDERNOCK 
PARISH CHURCH

The church is an excellent example of a 
late 18th Century rural parish church. 
The interior has rich timberwork and the 
graveyard hosts interesting gravestones; 
there is a listing of headstones in the 
Watch House. The Watch House, which 
was built to guard against body snatchers 
in the 19th century, also houses a small 
exhibition. 

Sunday 8 September 2pm – 4pm 
(Please note:
This event is on Sunday not Saturday)
Baldernock Parish Church, Baldernock 
Crescent, Milngavie, G62 6HA

Bookbug Baby/Toddler Age: 0-4 years
Time: 11:30am – 12noon

Booking info: Free, please book via 
Eventbrite www.eventbrite.co.uk
Free, friendly and fun-filled session for 
pre-schoolers and their parents/carers. 
Enjoy rhymes, songs, cuddles and tickles 
with your child.

Create your own cosmos colouring activity
Age: All ages (children under 8 must be 
accompanied by a parent/carer)
Time: 12.15pm - 3pm
Booking Info: free, drop-in event

Virtual Reality Solar System

Come and try out our virtual reality kit 
and spend some time among the stars.

Age: 9 years+
Time: 12.15 – 3pm
Booking Info: Free, drop-in event

SUNDAY  
8 SEPTEMBER 
BALDERNOCK

Images: 
Top: Baldernock Church, 

bottom: Baldernock Watchhouse, 
photos Paul Bishop.
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OTHER FORMATS 
 
This document can be provided in large print, Braille and can be translated into other 
community languages. Please contact the Council’s Communications Team at  
East Dunbartonshire Council, Southbank Marina, 12 Strathkelvin Place, Kirkintilloch, 
Glasgow G66 1TJ or call 0300 123 4510.

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Information about doors open day in 
other parts of scotland can be obtained 
by visiting the national doors open day 
website www.doorsopenday.org.uk

For further information please contact:

East Dunbartonshire Leisure & Culture 
Trust,

Kirkintilloch Town Hall,

Union Street,

Kirkintilloch,

G66 1dh

Phone: 0141 777 3143

E-Mail: culture@eastdunbarton.gov.uk


